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ARRIVALS OF MAILS. 


The ‘American mail of the 2nd July arrived, 
, per P. M. steamer Gaelic, on the 31st July (29 


|- . Gays); the’ Canadian mail of the 13th July 


arrived, -per.C..P. steamer Emprese of China, 
on-the 4th August (22 days); and the French 
niail of thé 8rd July arrived, per M. M. steamer 
Baghalien, on the 4th August (32 days). 
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HONGKONG, WEDNESDAY, 5TH AUGUST, 1896. 


“The continued depreciation of silver” is 
the reason alleged by the Cable Companies for, 
an important increase in rates which has been! 
advertised. The rate between Shanghai and 
this’ has been doubled. : 


A report has reached the Chih Nan Pao from 
Peking that a certain official has advised the 
Government to consult Sir Robert Hart as to 
the levy of a tax upon Manila lottery tickets 
sold in Chinese territory. 


The directors of the Indo-China Fire In- 
surance Co.,- which has just been formed at 
Haiphong, are to be paid by results. Until the 
shavehcldses have been paid 8 per cent., which 
absorbs fr. 20,000, the directors get nothing, 
but as the net profits increase so the remunera- 
tion advances, a net profit of fr. 30,000 giving 
them fr. 1,000, and a net profit of fr. 200,000 
giving them fr. 35,000. The directors’ are 
made the last charge on the funds. 


The Ni Yusen Kaisha advertise the 
opening of 8 new foreign service to Senrttle in 
Oregon, the terminus of the Great Northern 

ilway. The Miike Maru is to make the first 
voyage. She will start from Kobe on the Ist 
August and from Yokohama on the 5th,) reach- 
ing her destination via Hawaii. Mr. Iwanaga, 
aj director, and Mr. Masujima, a cotieulting 
lawyer, of the Company, are now in St. Paul, 
Minnesota, concluding a contrat with Mr. Hill, 
President of the railway. The contract is 
expected to be signed and exchanged in a day. 
or two.—Japan Muil. 


The Japan Gazette of the 23rd July says :— 
Japan is a land of many misfortunes. Scarcely 
a month has passed since we were stirred -with 
the tidings of a terrific sea-wave which hurled 

i thousand people to immediate death. 
Now from all parts of the country comes 
news of damages by floods, Railways 
are washed away, telegraph wires destroyed, 
and for the moment we are cut off from 
all communication with the outer world. 
The fertile plain of Gifu once again suffers 
fatality... Five years ago it was devastated b 
an earthquake that wrought frightfal ruin. In 
1892 it was submerged by floods and now it is 
also under water. It is time the Government 
began to recognize the danger of allowing 
river beds to silt up to a considerable height 
above the level of the surrounding country, for 

e gain to irrigation is more than counter- 
balanced by the danger in the rainy season. 


The report of the Hongkong and Shanghai 
Bank for the half year ended 30th June shows 
that the not profits for that period} including 
$312;780, balance brought forward from. last 
account, after paying all charges, deducting. 


‘denounced this action of the provincial authori-- 3 
‘dan 
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eport, 


From an Auckland telegram in 
papers we learn that at Rardton 
afternoon of 17th June, between half-past- 
o’clock and half-past four, the'sea. rose‘ and Over- 
flowed every five minutes, .and: then ‘receded. 
The little harbours were’nearly ‘dry. 4 It was'on: 


the 15th June ‘that “the great tidal -waye*o0- 


curred at Japan. Possibly the phenomenon at 
Raratonga may: have had some connection 
with it. © 6 Ph re ES: 


On the night of the 29th July Hongkong.and 
Macao were visited by a severe typhoon. “The. . 
damage to house property was widely,:spread, - 
but fortunately not very serious except in:a 
few cases. Afloat the timely warning given . 
enabled most vessels both native and. foreign 
to seek places of safety, but a few junks -weré 
caught by the storm and wrecked and there was 
some loss of life. A foreign shipmaster, 
Captafm Jay, of the schooner Wuchow-fu, was 
drowned while being hauled ashore by a. rope 
at Wanchai, where-his vessel was in difficulty ; 
the accident occurred by his losing hold of ‘the . 
rope. The storm was the most severe tliat -has 
been experienced since the memorable typhoon” 
of 1874, but with the system of:storm warnings. 
that now exists, allowing adbquate preparation 
to be made, accidents are confined within-much 
narrower limits then was tho case when typhoons 
burat on the colony unexpectedly. -It-is. said, 
however, that had the storm of the 29th been 
of a little longer-duration the native oraft, even 
in their sheltered positions, would not have 
been able f withstand it, as they wore nearly 
getting adrift or breaking up whert'the win 
moderated. Po bP hee 


The N. C. Daily News says :—The mandarins - 
cannot in the future'blame the merchants and 
wealthy people of China if in the event of 
another scarcity of funds the latter refuse to 
lend any more money to the Imperial Govern- . 
ment. “During the late war with Japan, under 
the promise of the Board of-Revenue to refund -. 
at stated intervals the “ Merchants’ Loan,” the - © 
Government were able to raise something like ° 


Y | eight and a half million taels. Once the money | 


was in their grasp the provincial anthorities . 
have been trying all kinds of subterfuges ‘to 
retain this money, counselling the holders “of 
loan scrip to invest their money in cotton mills, 
etc., projected by the notables and gentry of 
the treaty ports, who of course, are merely 
retired mandarins.and the tools of those in office. 
Fortunatel 
Imperial. Government a Censor has recent! 
ties and asks the Emperor to keep his 
order the refunding of the loan as eac! 


ment falls: due; FO 


interest paid and due, and making provision ; | 


‘for -bad and doubtful accounts, amonnt- to {"publ 
directors. recommend the | potiti 


$1,470,795.- The 


transfer of $350000,from the profit ‘and loss:| p 


account to credit of reserve fund, which will 
then stand at $6,000,000. After making -this 


transfer and deducting remuneration to directors | au 


| there | remains. for «appropriation $1,205,790, 
out of which.the directors recommend a dividend | 


of one pound and five -shillings:per share, which ~ 


will absorb. $444,444. The. difference in ex: 


change. between 4/6, the rate at, which the ti 


‘declared; and 2s. 24d., the ,Yate, of 
> amounts to” $461,215." The ‘balatice 
to-bé carried to new profit ‘and légs 
3 ik ult ae eS a ue ae 


. t 
Se taeere es eee ‘ 


for the‘ future, good name of the ~ 


ran 


- tem 


aa The Kwangtung Mint is very far -from 
‘goog. a blessing to this Colony. The sub- 
- Bidi 


ever that may be, the 


: PHE QURRENGY OF-CHINA. 


——_—_¢——_—_. 
# 


Bidiary‘coin with which it floods Hongkong 


-21s- not-a boon. The tokens are not good 


‘silve¥ and their intrinsic value is so low that. 
it pays the Chinese money dealers to put 
them into general circulation because they 
“purchase them at a discount and get them 


_ into circulation at par. We have allowed 
: these. inferior coins.to come freely into the 


“Golony and in a measure supersede the Bri- 
itish token money, which is much better 
‘value. - “The latter only is accepted at the 
-Government Offices and the Banks, but 
everywhere else the Cantonese tokens are in 
current use, and vast quantities of them aré-. 
“made up into rolls of five and ten dollars’ 
_worth, in which form they are used to pay 
bills, and in this way they are an un- 
mitigated nuisance. Yet the Government, 


. though these coins are a source of consider- 


able annoyance and incidentally of much 
loss, do not, for some reason, see their way 
. to legislate against their circulation in the 
Colony. They do not like to do s0 pre 
sumably because the Hongkong token money 
is stil] largely used on the opposite main- 
land, and‘ if restrictive measures were 
adopted in this Colony against the Can- 
‘tonese coins it might lead to retaliatory 
steps being adopted by the Viceroy. How- 
fact remains 
ree the Cantonese subsidiary coins have 
become one of the small ills of life to the 
people of Hongkong. At the same time 
they are no doubt a great convenience to the 


. people of the Two Kwang, where previously 


the cumbrous copper cash was the only 
medium of exchange in small transactions. 
This fact is being realised in other pro- 
vinces than Kwangtung. The Fukien 
Government have had a large quantity of 
silver coins minted for them at Canton, and 
His Excellency CHaNa Cxra-runa has 
established a mint at Wuchang for the bene- 
fit of the Hu-kwang provinces. Another 
mint is to be established very shortly at 
Nanking, from which several more of the 
Central provinces will be supplied with a 
silver coinage. 
memorial from~ the Viceroy of Chili ap- 
in the Peking Gazette,on the subject 
of coining silver dollars at Tientsin, and this 
has since been acceded to and the plant 
ordered from England. So favourably im- 
preased are the Central Government with 
the idea of establishing mints for the issue 
of silver coins and thus relieving the strin- 
gent state of the copper cash market that 
they have given instructions to the Viceroy 
and Governments of the different 
urging them to adopt this means of increas- 
ing the revenue. It is not the convenience 
of the people that is Senger sought, but the 
profit on the minting of the subsidiary 
coins. This source of income was first 
recognised by CHANG CHIH-TUNG, and he 
deserves the credit of the discovery, 
for he did not fear to make the first experi- 
thent, by esteblishing, the pioneer Mint in 
China at Canton. course he was not 
without pretty safe ground to calculate upon. 


-'‘He'knew that there was a good” profit on 


the manufacture, for he .was . well 
aware that the Hongkong Government 


On the 17th ape last a | 


rovinces 


made a considerable revenue out of 
the subsidiary coins supplied to them from 
England. He knew ais that the coins 
wotild be welcomed, for Hongkong had 
again demonstrated that fact; but he had 
the ingrained mistrust of all official under- 
takings felt by the populace to reckon with, 
the chance that they would hesitate to 
accept the production of a native Mint. 
Cuana took the risk, however, and his 
reward was substantial. The Mint has 
flourished ever since, and seems likely to 
continue to do so, unless it falls into native 
management some day and the silver 
becomes so debased as to be valueless. As 
it is the interest of the Government to 
maintain it at its present standard—by no 
means unduly high—the chances are that 
the coinage will go on increasing. 

It is curious to note that up to the 
present date there are still, as a Shanghai 
contemporary points out, a number of. 
important provinces wherein the silver 
dollar and the subsidiary coins are quite 
unknown, Neither Hunan nor Shensi use 
the dollar or know the familiar ten and 
twenty cent pieces; nor are they in circula- 
tion in Yunnan, Kweichow, Szechuen, and 
Kansuh. A supply is shortly to be sent 
from the Hu Mint: at Wachang to 
Chungking, where they will no doubt at 
first be received rather doubtfully, but 
when their convenience, as contrasted with 
the shoes of sycee, the copper cash, and 
other devices of exchange, is recognised . 
they will not fail to prove as popular as 
they have in other portions of the Central 
Kingdom. It is rather singular, however, 
that the Central Government should have 
missed the opportunity afforded to further 
consolidate its influence and power by. 
founding an Imperial Mint, the coins 
struck at which would serve for the whole 
of the great empire, and thus have estab- 
lished a national currency. The estab- 
lishment of all these provincial Mints 
seems to tend in the direction of in- 


creasing the autonomy of the provinces |. 


errath than to tighten thehold over them’ 
of the Peking Government. The reason 

for this mistake—if mistake it be—in policy 
is not far to seek. The Peking Govern- 
ment have always been sluggish to a degree; 

they had not the energy to originate; and 
now that two or three provincial Mints have 
been started they do not care to disturb 
the arrangément, as it might provoke dis- 
content. An opportunity has. therefore 
been lost to the Chinese Traperial Govern- 
ment to put the coinage of the Empire on_a 
sound basis like that of Japan, and the pro- 
vinces will now make the profit and pro- 
bably not make the dollars. The minting 
of dollars does not pay, hence the supply of 
silver tokens will be the congenial task to 

which the new Mints will chiefly devote 
their energies. 


THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
AND TRADE STATISTICS. 


necessary to. dwell ‘on the importasiée 


of the port in.one:; 

and although’ they 
incompleteness will prot 

same in ‘different years and 
not vitiate’ the: comparison. I 
most ‘desirable that. we should ‘h 


| approximately reliable barom 


trade of the port, such as thai 
the Harbour Master’s returnss 
of thé tofinage entering--an 
to be accepted for that pu 
years ago we were assured that, th 
isthe liteblood of the colony. 
edly: 


knowing whether trade is really. 


or expanding at any partici 
Any individual looking at the: 

in the Harbour Master’s repo 
haps say that he-did not see wha 
figures could be to him in his own 


‘business, but to the community 
they appear to us to be very ~ 


There can be little doubt now .tha 
depression which commenced in 188 
continued for the next three or _,fo 
with its attendant financial stringe 
intensified: by the exaggerated 
made concerning it and_ that. ‘tl 
suffered materially thereby. Had w 
returns of the trade of the 


have had 
confidence an 


the requ: 
of publ 


Book H.E. the Governor says 
pectations he formed: and gave' 
sion to some four and a half “ye: 
“and which were then adverzel} 
“and even treated in some quarters:,.W 
“ derision, have been or’are in «course 
“being fulfilled.” Instead of’ 
pectations put forward on the ‘one: 
derided on the other there ought to‘be 
standard to which all ‘parties might™refe 
when the commercial condi and 
aspects mle sare bebe hs 
Harbour Master has atté 
and although the figures collec 
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‘not be complete’ that ¢ 


reason: for disco 


——_=@=——— 
From the minutes of the last meeting of]. 


the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce 
it will be seen that it was decided to address 
the Government and shggest the omission 
of returns of the trade of the port from the 


Harbour Master’s report in future, on the |: 


ground that the figures given of -certain 
imports, being only partial, are- necessarily 
misleading. In the letter to be addressed 


to the Government the reasons on which | 4 


this opinion is founded will no doubt be set 
out at-length. We are at present ind 

yance of. what those reasons may be,. but 
they - will have to be strong ..ones 


to induce the Government to adopt the | 
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TSSION ON: INSANITARY 
; NGS AND ITS WORK. 
iw owe, ". tt é a rs i 
__,, The Commission appoitted by HL.E. the 
~Governor to consider the questions. of insan- 
‘taty dwellings and tlie means of housing 
he poor. i8.one of great importance to the 
welfare of the colony, but the solution 
of the difficult problem submitted could 
not have’ been entrusted to abler hands. 
The Hon, J. H. Srewarr Locxuanrt, Hon. 
C. P. Crater, Hon. T. H. WHirenead, 
Mr. ‘N, J. Eps, and Mr. T. Jackson con- 
stitute a body whose recommendations will 
command respect, both on account of the 
ability and character of the gentlemen 
named and the varied interests they re- 
résent, Mr, Stewart LocxHarr, as Co- 
onial Secretary and Protector of Chinese, 
may be relied upon to watch the interests of 
‘the working c of the colony; Mr. 
CHatek will be able to indicate the 
probable effect upon property of what- 
ever measures may be pro ; Mr. Eve 
is a member of the Sanitary Board and’ 
has, moreover, already taken part in a 
close investigation of the overcrowding 
question; Mr. Jackson and Mr. WHITE- 
HEAD will bring a fund of practical business 
common senge to the inquiry; and one and 
all of the members of the Commission are 


Alike interested in the general welfare of the 


g 


colony. The omission of the Hon. Ho Kat’s 


‘name ig rather remarkable, for he would 


. dation will 


have ably represented the Chinese, who will 
be more immediately ‘affected by whatever 
decision may be arrived at; but perhaps it 
may be thought that the protection of their 
interests is sufficiently provided for by the 
appointment of the Protector of Chinese; 
and Dr. Ho Kat may also prove more. use- 
ful asa witness than as a member of the 
Commission. 

In considering a comprehensive scheme 
for the housing of the working classes 
(and the inquiry will resolve iteelf into that, 
although it is not so expressed in the Com- 
apgeaee will be necessary to consider also 
the probable papalae for whom accommo- 

required, not only in the 
immediate resent, ‘but also in the 
future. The Hon. F. A. Cooper, in his 
avewer An wer report onthe water works, | 
suggested that the population of Victoria 
should not be allowel | to increase at the rate 


- it has been doing, but that the increase 


. the insanitary q) 
_ effected. in course of time, though not very. 


should be confined to Kowloon. If the 


‘Commissioners should adopt that view they’ 


will have to consider the means of supplying 
an improved ferry service adequate to 
the requirements of a large population 
ne on ‘both sides of the harbour. The 

sibility of affording relief to the congested 


Vistricte by the construction of tramways 
to render outlying districts accessible will 


algo command attention. As to the treat- 
ment of existing insanitary dwellings, the 
Commissioners will no doubt recommend the 
application of the provisions of fhe Crown 
Lauds, Resumption Act, and if tnese be 
adopted a considerable transformation of 
i arters of the city will be 


rapidly perhaps, if we are to take the ex- 


perience of the Taipingshan resumption as. 


a criterion. 
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CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


A FREACH VIEW OF THE CHINESE 
- CUSTOMS SERVICE. 

The article on the Chinese Customs Service 
which we reprodice to-day from a Tonkin 
contemporary affords an indication of French 
aspirations in connection with the admini- 


stration of China, It is urged that French-_ 


men have not had their fair share in the 
appointments in the Service, that Sir Ro- 
BERT Hart has unduly favoured his own 
countrymen, and that he only hangs on to 
his important post because he fears to see it 
fall into the hands of a successor of a dif- 
ferent nationality from himself. The com- 
plaint that Frenchmen have been ignored 
when appointments had to be made and 


| that those actually in the Service have not 


been fairly treated in the matter of promotion 
is unfounded. It is not only lately, as 
stated in the article, that a Frenchman has 
been appointed to the rank of Commissioner, 
and an examination of the Service List 
would show, we thik, that Frenchmen have 
had as large a share/in the Customs Service | 
as their countrymén take in the total foreign 
trade of China. The idea put forward that 
China should be made a dumping ground 
for the superfluous French officials of: Indo- 
China is not likely to commend itself to the 
Chinese Government, which could hardly 
go toa worse quarter to look for its foreign 
employés. If a Frenchman joins the Chinese 
Customs Service as soon as he leaves college, 
and passés through the regular course of train- 
ing, there is no reason why he should not 
turn out as good an officer as a man 
of any other nationality, but a few ‘years’ 
experience in the Government servi¢ 
Tonkin or Cochin-China would be sufficient 
to spoil most men for a useful career in any. 
other sphere. The neighbouring F sack 
colony is overrun with officials, fori whom 
the public service is held to exist, and even 
Frenchmen themselves hold in contempt 
the system under which the colony has to 
rovide so many useless drones with a’ 
iving. The Customs Service in China, on 
the other land, exists, not as the writer of 
the article in our Haiphong contemporary 
seems to imagine, for the purpose of 
providing. appointments for needy gentle- 
men, but- for the benefit of foreign trade 
in China. France takes very little share 
herself in that trade, and her great 
ambition being to injure British trade, 
the admission of any large number of 
her political emissaries to the Chinese Cus- 
toms Service could not be regarded without 
some apprehension. France avowedly values 
her position as protector of Catholic missions 
in China on-account of the political influence 


it gives her, and had she the opportunity’ 


she would be only too glad to use the 
Customs Service for the same purpose. 
.Enigland,.on the ather hand, has never tried 
to make political ¢apital- out of the circum- 
stance that the Chinese Customs Service is 
chiefly manned by British subjects, and no 
complaint has ever been made that the service 
has been so conducted asto confer any benefit 
on British trade which was not equally ex- 
tended to that of all other nationalities. 
But if Sir Ronert Harr has not used his 

ition to especially advance the political 
interests of his own country other nations 
think that ifthe appointment was held by 
one of their nationals it would be a political 
advantage, and when a vacancy occurs there 


| is almost certain to be an international com- 


tition for it and British interests will 
fably be pprcest by a powerful coalition. 
terms of t 


Fhe 


in the character of the Customs Service fora 
long term of years, but that does not govern 
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glo-German. loan to | 
China provide-that there shall be no change | 


the nationality _ 


General.’ “The t 


to secure the succes 

should say, wholly unfoun 
that such a report should “be ‘pla 
culation may be taken asa sign “ol 
may be expected when a vacancy % 
occurs. : : : _ 7 


AERIAL TRAMWAYS. 


———-—__—_ - 

In a recent number of the. Indiah and 
Eastern Engineer there is an_interestin 
article by Mr. W. R..Sxaw, M.E., on Aert 
Tramways, a subject of some interest to us 
in Hongkong, since it is not ‘improbable 
that in the future we.may see easy” coni- 
munication established by this means <with © 
various points on the heights which -are ‘at 
present only accessible by tedious climbs 
up steeps roads. The Peak would néver - 
have become the popular place of residence - 
it has had it not ‘beni for the facilitiés 
afforded by the Peak Tramway, and if 
to. these could be added the facility 
of aerial tramways branching off to the 
yarious gaps and hills where houses already 
exist or suitable building sites are to be - 
found the number of persons who would 
avail themselves of the advantages of living 
on the heights would be largely increased. 
The system would not be an entire 
innovation in Hongkong, as an aerial tram- 


way already. connects the Quarry Bay 


Sugar Works with the Company’s sanl- 
tartum on Mount Parker. Mr. Suaw gives - 
a list of some of the more interesting lines 
laid down, with concise rae regal 
Thirty lines are included in this list, of 
which the Quarry Bay line is the only‘ 
one entered as an exclusively passen: 
line, and there is only one other, at Table’ 
Mountain, Cape Town, South Africa, en- 
tered as carrying both goods and passengers. 
The list, however, gives only 24 per cent. of 
the total mileage of ropeways or wire. 
tramways now in operation, and there ma 
be others used for passenger traffic of whic 
mention is not specifically made. The sys- 
tem so far has been adopted chiefly for goods 
traffic, but there is no reason why it should 
not also be extensively adopted: for pas- 
senger traffic in hilly countries. “ Wire tram- 
“ ways,” Mr. SHaw says, “were first initro- 
“ duced some thirty yearsago. For the firet 
“few years the running. rope system. wag 
“exclusively used. This system is only 
“applicable when the individual loads .can 
“be kept small, say under five English 
 hundredweiglits including the weight ‘of 
“«the carrier, and when the spans are of 
“moderate length.’ Consequently wire 
“tramways were looked upon in the early. 
“ days-as clever practical toys and - their 
“use was very gradual. With the inven- 
“ tion of the fixed rope system it was at once 
“seen that wire tramways were in reality 
‘most valuable means of transport. “The 
“ individual loads carried\and the length:of 
‘span have now reached li 
“ years ago would have pecegetve (om 
“as. - impossible... For..instance, :--a¢=lin 
“Jately carried out by Mesars.: BULLIVART - 
«& Co. in Italy;“carries loads of.:10 
“owt, and: has’a span of the enormous 


j 


ite whichsa'few + 


Jength'of 1,100 yards, or. close upon':a 7 


“mile.” The difference between the run- - 

ning rope and.the fixed ms 

perhaps be.; explained. . -\V: 

rope is used. it- is! called the - runnin: 
ystem.-Iftwo ropes of greater thi 


systems should _ 
heres.only,cone | - 


nove: the-system arid 
of the line-is greatly 
_ ropes acting pretty 


80 for trax 

d the next generation will- no 
doubt-find the system in extensive use, not 
nly- in India, but also in Hongkong, 
enabling a person to move from point to 
point on the hills as easily as the Londoner 
makes his way in all directions by ’bus. 


FREE TRADE IN VICE.. 
Mae hs o 
‘In his report for last year the Registrar- 
General refers to some of the evil conse- 
quetices which have followed the abolition 
of the registration of brothels. The in- 
crease in the number of what are called 
- “aly brothels” is, as the Registrar-General 
siiys, “‘ very prejudicial to family life among 
“the poorer classes and has been viewed 
“with great dissatisfaction by the Chinese.’ 
In September last the number was estimated 
by. the police to be 124, but if information 
which has reached us privately is to be 
relied on, the number has since then in- 
creased very largely, being estimated now 
at over a thousdtid. This may be an ex- 
faggeration, but whatever the precise num- 
ber there is no doubt the respectable Chinese 
- of the poorer class have a substantial 
_gvievance in the results of the ‘ free trade 
“in vice” which bas been forced upon the 
’ colony by the home Government. The vast 
majority of the poorer classes of the colony 
live in tenement housés, and the “sl 
_“ brothela’’ are algo located in houses of this 
description, in which they occupy one floor 
or even only halfa floor. It is complained 
that visitors to the brothels frequently 
mistake the floor or apartment and go to 
- the doors of respectable tenants in the 
same house, disturbing them late at night 
and. causing annoyance.’ It is urged also 
‘ that the brothels tend to make house rent 
dear, because they can afford to- pay more 


than other people and are willing to’ 


do so, thus raising the rate all round. 
It is alleged, too, that they afford a 
‘refuge to criminals and are more pre- 
‘judicial to the maintainance of law and 
order than gambling houses. Why all this 
should be allowéd the Chinese do not under- 
stand, being quite unable to appreciate the 
. arguments of Exeter Hall. They ask that 
each brothel should be compelled to put upa 
conspicuous sign, so that persons in search of 
them may be able tofind them without dis- 
_ turbing the respectable neighbours, or, better 
still, that they should all be confined to a par- 
ticular district. No steps in this direction 
can be taken, however, without the reintro- 
duction of the registration system. We 
believe the Government at present in power 
ig inclined to review the policy adopted of 
-late years of entirely aholiektay control 
over houses of ill-fame, and, if that be 
60; the time. would be opportune for the 
- Governor once more to urge the evil that 
has resulted to this colony, both from the 
abolition of the.-Contagious Diseases Act 
‘and: from~ the .freedomifrom control now 
‘enjoyed by those’ engaged inthe nefarious 
brothel traffic. ne fet 


an 


working. 


A SHIP’S CAPTAIN DROWNED. - 
80th July. 


On Tuesday afternoon the Observatory gave | 


warning of -an-approaching 

drum, signifying a hoon to 
a distance of more than three hundred miles, 
being hoisted. At 8.45 a.m. yesterday the black 
dram was hoisted, indicating that the distur- 
bance had approached within the three hun- 
dred miles limit, and at 9.5.the gun was fired 
one round signifying that a strong gale might 


hoon, the red 


| beexpected. At 10.30 a.m. the black south cone 


was hoisted and at that fime the centre of the 
typhoon was, according to the Observatory 
notice, about 250 miles toythe S.W. of the 
colony, moving towards the W.N.W. The 
steamers in harbour began at an early hour to 
seok places of safety in Kowloon Bay and behind 
Stonecutters and by midday the harbour was 
almost deserted. The wind and sea gradually 
increased and at four o’clock the Kowloon ferry 
boate ceased running, leaving several Kowloon re- 
sidents on thisside, a very uncomfortable position 
for family men, who'were thus rendered unable to 
look after the eal of their households. By 
five o’olock the wind was approaching typhoon 
force and at a aa to six two rounds 
were fired by the Observatory gun, the signal 
that the storm was e to pass over the 
colony. Early in the afternoon the dressing 
rooms of the Victoria Recreation Club were 
blown away and probably this morning there 
will be little of the bath itself to be seen. About 
two o’clock four cargo boats engaged on the 
Praya Reclamation were wrecked on the wall, 
but fortanayey without loss fof life. It is 
reported also that while a cargo boat was being 
towed by a launch to Kowloon about two 
o’olock she capsized, but all 
have been rescued by the launch. Communica- 
tion with the Observatory wasinterrupted earl 

in the afternoon, the land line connecting with 
the cable being broken. At night the streets. 
were left in darkness, the electric light not 
Telephonic communication was 
algo to a large extent alee Seo by the 
breaking of the lines. Messrs. Falconer and 


Co.'s barometer read 29.50 at 9 a.m.,- 29.42 at 


1 p.m., and 29.26 at 4 p.m. The storm seemed 
to reach its maximum between half-past ten and 
eleven, when the wind, which had worked round 
towards the south-east, was blowing furiously. 
Abont that time, however, tle barometer 
began to‘ rise a littl. At ten o'clock the 
reading was 29, -but by twelve o'clock it had 
risen to 29.25. It is to.be feared that there 
will be a long tale of damage this morning, but 
of what took place after dark we are at present 
unable to give any detailed account. 

Much anxiety is felt concerning the light- 
keepers at Gap Rock. They reported at 
three o’clock that the barometer-had fallen to 
29 and that the rock was then awash and at 
nine -o’clock another message ‘was received 
pl redjing as 28.69. 

H.M.8. Grafton, Admiral Oxley’s flagship, 
was under orders to leave for Japan yesterda 


and in the course of the morning ‘she. steauiien 


out, but presumably it was with the intention 

of taking shelter in Junk Bay or other safe 

anchorage, and not with that of proceeding ‘on 

her voyage in face of the thréatening state of 
the weather. ; oe: 
‘S1st July. 

The typhoon which raged in the colony during 

Wednesday night and the early hours’ of Thurs- 


dey morning was followed by- the' inevitable | B. 


and by nine o'clock, when: Adachi 


turning out of doors after a memorable night's 


e eastward at j. 


on board are said to | 


: “8 
8 a.m. 664, 8.E 


Ba 


moter readin, reduced 


1894, and Mr.. Figg,. of the Ob 
is of opinion that neither exceeded 
sent one in strength. — 

wind blew in 1894: and ‘som 
violence than those. wo: 
Wednesday night, but. th 

of the wind during the 

was 15 miles less than in: th 
phoon, The wind durin 

was ‘more uniform, more: 


experience, one could quietly ascertain the ex- to: 
tent of the damage and composedly discuss the'| or 


varions phases and the varions incidénts of the. 
ae Individual impressions of the 


‘orce-of the typhoon must necessarily be largely.| thr 
affected by pes roe ik the observer ee to 
exposure -of:. his house having. regard -to:the | ' 
tal. | various directions of. the wind. This: will. ac: 


count’*for tho-.diverse views exp 
‘terday,. some persons being of: ¢ 
the typlioon was of less forca. th 


senior aa 


mays my ets "F 


| 


from; thrée samp 
. Sbout:nedr.the Praya Wall. The four willing: 


‘in the boat shed 


etre Dee saseini ah iy hi aa 


til it was washed ashore 


» ‘rendered. signal service at 
About.-nine:- o'clock: Inspector 
ree turnkeys . from Victoria 
s.of ‘Save life” proceeding 
hréesampans which were being tossed 


‘ationce. entered the water, caught: 


ee to the sampans, | 
= -on to the land, thus’ 
3 teen persons from probable death. 
another.instance: P. 8. Macanlay and P. C. 
assisted in landing the crews from four 
oats which were lying between Bank 
Pedder’s Wharf. Soon after the 

boate:broke up and sank. 
Fiotoria Recreation Club-has sustained ' 
serious blow. Of the bath, the dressing | 
sheds;the bamboo bridge, only a few piles andi 
two tubs of water in the shower bath shed were | 
to be seen in their usual place yesterday morn- | 
ing, while the whole of the bamboo stru: pro- 
tecting the boats for which there is not room 


Tisclab presen 


a very woe-begone appearance, 
eveh the stotit as 


ntoons having been carried 


per had been blown away. | 


‘away and Jost, while the only property saved | 


area few strips of bamboo and some supports | 


which were washed ashore. The damage done 
to: the Club property will probably reach $5,000. 
It is to be hoped that the Committee will soon 
be able to rig up a temporary bathing estab- 
lishment for the accommodation of the scores of 
bathers who are inthe habit of having a re- 
freshing dip in the morning and evening. 

The other casualties in the harbour are very 


~ ptinterots; but not, fortunately, very cerious. 


Whei the approach of the storm was signalled 
there was a rapid exodus of small craft to 
sheltered bays, and even steamers shifted to un- 


exposed tions, H.M.8. Gra and Redpole 
being’. seoiiet the number. ven fact ae 
o’clock in the evening, just before the typhoon 
was e harbour was almost totally 
Scoorted ’ pea a few sailing ships, the P. and QO. 
steamers, and half a dozen other boats being at 
their customary buoys. Consequently there was 
not much opportunity for the tumultuous sea to 
play havoc with the shipping. Whenever they 
uid, however, the powe: waves asserted 
Cables were snap and. the 


ter’s. 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT, .. 


a short distance further it was decided to return. 


By that time the sea had become much rougher: 
and the captain was compelled to anchor be- 
kind Stonecutter’s Island until this’ morning. 
The guesta on board included the Spanis 
Consul, and they had a most uncomfortable and 
fring experience, as there no food on board. 
They had tiffin-at one o'clock and this was the 
last meal they had until landing at Hongkong 
yesterday morning. The vessel, however, be- 
aved splendidly, and the trial trip, made under 
such extraordinary conditions, was completely 
satisfactory. ; 
Amongst other damage in the harbour was 
‘the smashing up of part of the Naval Yard Pier 
and alsoa portion of the Submarine Mining 
Pier. The 
collided with Blackhead’s hulk, thereby damag- 
ing her port bows and stripping her of a 
othe Pra 
The ya has suffered very considerably. 
Throughout the storm seas were swept over 
the wall and consequently the roadway was 
badly ont up and was in parts almost im- 
pessble in the morning. Bricks and tiles, holes 
and pools,broken trees and ‘wreckage, heaps : 
of loose stowes and sand were scattered over the 
entire length of the sea frontage, and as soon 
as possible rosdmen were engaged to clear away’ 


the obstructions and repair the thoroughfare. | 


Of course it was this 
that felt the keenest edge of the typhoon and 
much damage was done to propertf. The mat 
shed on New Pedder's Wharf which served as a 


of the lower level 


shade for launch passengers was blown to the |. 


ground. At West Point the top floor of an 
extensive godown was blown right away at 
eight o'clock. The keeper was in the house 
at the time, but fortunately he was not 
injured. In the Eastern district sheds, 
verandahs, chimneys, roofs, and tiles were 
removed ; indeed from most parts of the colony 
accidents of this description are reported, but 
in no case has bodily injury been sustained. - 

In Queen’s Road trees were uprooted by the 
doze, one, a particularly large one, causing an 
obstruction for some time in front of Murray 
Barracks. Falling trees have snapped two 


or three electric wire posts, and telephone |. 


wires twisted in fantastic shapes were strewn 
about the road. The. roofs of several old_ 
Chinese houses near the Wanchai nullah 
were blown off, and a large sunshade at the 
lice guard house at the gate of the Royal 
aval Hospital was blown away. Near the 
Monument many trees were uprooted and several 
blocked the gate of the Mahomedan Cemetery. 
At the Racecourse some zinc sheeting on the roof 
of the Grand Stand was torn away and several 
mataheds used by coolies engaged in building the 
new stables were destroyed. , In the town itself 
practically no damage was. done to the various 
commercial offices. The Hongkong Motel, 
which of course was exposed to the full force of 
the blow, sustained only slight damage toa 
verandah. The wind «lsd blew down a verandah 
at 4, Chancery Lane, and part of the front,wall 
of 42, Stanton Street. In Upper Wyndham 
Street all the roofs suffered more or less serious 
damage on the north side, and at the Central 
Police Station, the Inspectors’ quarters, the 
Magistracy, and the Gaol the roofs were 
stripped of a number of tiles a 
On the Richmond Estate much damage was 
done, windows and verandahs being blown away, 


| rain water gutters forced off, and trees, lawns, 


| vice was disorganised, 


and gardens destroyed. , 
_ The -whole of the Government telephone ser-- 
and = pr vate sub! 
scribers had to forego the use of the telephone 
yesterday... . ee 
At Kennedytown the verandahs of a row of 


| fourteen houses. recently erected were blown. 


. 


down, and later three of the houses collapsed.’ 


pustained ‘oily 
Hotel ‘seve: 

and: windows: 

View one.of the:glass:op 
was blown in; .an i 
burn, the Peak. 

the Goyernor, wasps 
Dunottar the servants’ q 
y til 


American schooner — Retriever | pi 


spillicans in a somewhat boisterous: i 
By far the most serious accident happened:at. 
the Peak Hospital,- which was almost wrecked: « 
Six windows in the upper floor were blown:out; 
and a great portion of the roof. lifted. Tho 
patients were removed with all speed*to the 
rooms on the d floor. : aoe 


20 to 


-guffered, and in the early part of the storm a 


large end window of -the verandah of No.1, 
Cameron Villas was blown in. Mount Kellett. 
Bungalow has also suffered, the verandsh hav- 
ing been blown away and the servants’ — ; 
unroofed. All the matsheds~ erected for the. 
workmen at the Mount were destroyed. High-. 
clere, Magazine Gap, was -partly unroofed, and. - 
at Tusculum a good deal of damage was done. 
to the roof. eStock 
The Mount Austin Hotel withstood-the force _ 
of the typhoon exceptionally-well. Some glass, _ 
was smashed in the verandah on the south side,: — 
portions of the verandahs were. blown down, 
and some brick work on the new extension was: 
also blown down. a Bak 2 iby foe Sa 
The typhoon played havoo- with Tor. Crest,: 
which has only just been glassed in. The.wind - 
blew in the new glasing, first breaking the glass, 
and then ripping out the frames,. ortions of 
which were carried on the hill side. Darin .g the 
storm the aproar made by’the wind, the break-  . 
ing glass, and the tearing of the wood -was 
almost appalling, while the rain. forced its-way-- 
throngl windows and shutters in. streams... 

- Many trees at the Peak were uprooted, others. 
were entirely stripped of their leaves, and. — 
had branches lopped off. It was with the b. 
difficulty’ that estrians.could "get throug] 
Plunket’s Gap, one gentleman Se quarter 
of an hour, although he was sesisted ‘by coolies:-- 

A -tremendous amount. of--damage waa” - 
haps ‘the.. 


= 


offtheirle; 


Rifle Brigade on Thurad 


-Going higher up.we find that the Botanical | - 


Gardens have. suffered very serious damage. 


hed of branches;*} ’ 
lants. | ‘pock 


roofs, . uve & a 
The damage at the Peak was very exte 

almost-every~ house® herecs ened evidend 
qnusually hard treatment, ; o Tramwsy: ati 


ed. damage to’ the |* 
i Pas | 


& 
ae 
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THE ‘HONGKONG ‘WEEKLY PRESS AND 


roo at one time that Mr. Figg, on 

to enter the gate, was blown back to the 
‘telescope house. Mr. Holmes's house suffered 
oainsiderably and his garden was completely 
wrecked, while in various other parts of the 
digtrict the wind played much havoc with flimsy 
stractures, 

On Thursday "afternoon communication was 
restored between Hongkong and Gap Rock, 
after a breakdown of nearly twenty-four hours. 
It.‘was learned that the lightkeepers were 
perfectly safe. Tho lighthonse itself had 
eecaped the fury of the storm without the least 
peau and the only damage done was the 

g away of the derrick and the twisting 
of:w rail or two. 

The eared and the Honam, Shee Canton, 
réport having met with a considerable quanti 
of wreckage in the river. The Powan ae 
Canton on Wednesday afternoon at five o’clock 
and about eight o ‘alogk anchored in the river, 
where she remained anti] Thursday morning. 

A remarkable and very fortunate feature of 
Wednesday's typhoon was the small amount of 
rain that fall. the typhoon of October, 1894, 


_ the rainful registered was over ten inches, and 


had we had anything like that amount on Wed- 
‘nesday the damage to house property would have 
been very much greater than it was, for when 


‘buildings become thoroughly saturated by a 


continuous and heavy downpour they are much 

more liable to partial. or total collapse under 

wind ua Fecsind than when they are comparatively 
According to the Observatory report the 
lon W caday wos only 1,67 in, 


THE TYPHOON AT MACAO. 


THE “ HEUNGSHAN’S”’ EXPERIEXCES. 

Se ee Clarke, of the Hongkong, Canton 
and Macao Steamboat Co.'s steamer Heungshan, 
which left ing tea on Wednesday afternoon 
on her to Macao, reports having 
anchored in orth Lantao Channel and there 
expérienced the hoon. The squalls from 
the. east and south-east were terrific between 
8 p.m. and midnight, :and one Chinese male 


aa on board died from sheer fright: 
C) 


lowest reading of the barometer was 
28.80. At 8.30 a.m. on Thursday got under 
weigh and proceeded towards Macao. At 9.15, 
off the west end of Lantao, a Chinaman 
was rescued in a very exhausted condition from 
some wreckage ; he was the only survivor out 
of & crew of ten. 
Many large junks foundered along the coast of 
Lantao and no doubt many lives have been lost. 
At Macao much damage has been done by the 
wind and sea. The whole of the Praysa wal) is 
more or less damaged and maiy houses have 
suffered, amongst others the Boa Vista Hotel, 
which sustained much damage to the roof.. The 
-oraft in the Inner Harbour suffered a good 


déal and some lives were lost in spite of |. 


the ample warning given by the Bashous 
authorities. 


AN ITALIAN BAR BARQUE IN THE 


ie Italian aa FE hati had a very excit- 
encounter with last Wednesday's typhoon. 
The vessel was formerly a tea clipper trading 
between China and London and was very 


_ spéedy, having won three medals for ‘making 


fast trips. For the past fifteen years she has 
been engaged in the: South American trade, 
aiid on the present occasion she was on a 
phe from Eallao, Peru, to Hongkong with 

undred and twenty Chinese passengers 


. ot board: She left Callao on the 16th May and 
“ erionced very good weather until twelve 


clock. noon on the 29th July, when the 
bavomioter began to fall rapidly and the wind 

wally increased in force. The vessel was 
thén abot twen! ag Pa? away from Gap Rock, 
and the captain, Mr. Sante erretto, soon saw 
that a-typhoon was afiproaching. The. wind 
‘raged with terrific force, the barometer fell to 
28:80, and for five: hourd the: veesel had to 
fight ‘bgainst the ‘full-strength. of the typhoon. 


Ati2=p.n. she was labouringshearily and the |- 

: ; shifted to leeward: ...AlE. harids were set. 
to: work: to trim the. ballast, sbut: their efforts b= 
vere quite ineffectual, and at 6 the ship | 


was onher beam: ends and: all the lee side under 


. wien ‘to the-hatchés. The xigginy was ith 


ti: ‘end the main and” mizgen masts and 


the foreto mast went over tho side, leaving 
only the lower foremast standing with the 
foreyard. When the storm abated the ship 


had drifted about forty miles. “With the |- 


one sail left the vessel's corse was di 

towards Hongkong and on Friday. evening 
she arrived off Lamma Island, where she re- 
mained until Saturday morning, when she was 
towed into the harbour by launches. Besides 
the passengers there was a crew of fourteen on 


board. While the storm was raging the pas- 


sengers, consisting ot men, women. and children, 
were almort paralysed with fear. They shouted 
and cried and implored the captain, Mr. Santo 
Ferretto, to save them. The captain did all he 
could to allay their fears, but it was not until 
he told him that if they continued to make a 
noise the vessel would go dowt that they rile 


themselves. 


THE LOSS OF aT “ ILTIS.” 


—_—_4_——: 
FURTHER PARTICULARS. 


rerectie TELEGRAM TO THE “ DAILY PRESS.” | 
SHancuHal, 3ilst July. 

Details of the loss of the German gunboat 
Iitis have now come to hand. She left Chefoo 
on Thursday, the 28rd July, and the same day 
struck the rocks and broke in two. The bow 
remained above’ water, but the stern sank. 
Eleven -men were rescued from the bow on 
Saturday and taken to the lighthouse. The 
remainder of the crew and all the officers went 
down with the after part of the vessel. 


ANOTHER, FORE HORE 
DIFFICULTY 


THE SHANGHAI BUND FORESHORE 
IN JEOPARDY. 


[SPECIAL TELEGRAM TO THE “ DAILY PREBS.”} 
SHANGHAI, 29th July. 
The Taotai propores to sell the Shanghai 
Bund foreshore. 


INSANIi ARY DWELLING COMMIS 
SION. 


—_—_—_—@—_ — 

The following Commission issued by H.E. 
the Governor in Council is published in Satur- 
day's Gazette:— — 

William Robinson, 
Governor, 

Whereas it is expedient that a Commission be 
appointed to inquire into the existenve of in- 
sanitary properties in the colony and the means 
to be adopted to improve such properties and to 
abate overcrowding,. with special reference to 
the following details, viz. :— 

1—Whether it is desirable to resume in- 

sanitary properties, improve them, and = 
re-sell them 

2.—The means by which such properties are 

to be resumed and die compensation to be 
paid for same assessed 

3.—How thesaid pro rties should be improved 

and by whom sne paper venene should be 
carried out. 

4.—The means to be adopted for housing the 

* occupants of any dwellings pending im- 

provement, 

5.—The amount of capital required for resump- 

tion and improvements, how it is to be 
raised and how far it will be met by a 
re-sale, with any suggestions or recommen- 
dations the Commission may make on ‘the 
subject. ~ 

Now therefore, I, Sir William Robinson, 
Knight Commander of the Most-Distinguishsd 
Order of Saint Michael and Saint George, Go- 
vernor and Commander-in-Chief of the Colony 
of Hongkong and its Dependencies and ‘Vice- 
Admiral of the same, in Executive Council as- 
sembled, do hereby under the powers vested in 


me by Ordinance 27 of 1886, entitled The Com-*| | 


ing, making, ind condw 
I do art, Lockhart to you oh said 


mission ; And‘I do hereby-order and: 

for all or any of the:: purposes: of: this 

sion taree members : thereof; inclusi\ 
hairman 


And I do further hereby. order ands di 
ee said _cmmason. aera for 


ourt 
eoloay or in any aise Choreot onthe 


of any suit or action in respect of the fol 
matters, vig. :-— 


The enforcing the attendance - of: witnesses” 
and examining them on. cath; affirmation, 


or otherwise; 


The compelling the production of documents’ 


The punishing persons guilty of contempt; © 
The Tedantiiee the i ion of-any p t 


roperty ; 
with power also, for the ,arpose .of. this . 


Commission, to enter and view any: premisés. 
And I do hereby farther direct that every. 
examination of witnesses shall be held in private; 
and I do further require you to report to-me 
the evidence and your opinion thereon ;.and-I 
hereby charge all persons in the Public. Bervioe 
to assist you herein. 


Given under my, hand and the Public: Seal. of - 


the colony in Executive Council, this Twenty- 


ninth day of July, One thousand Fight hundred. 7 


and Ninety-six. 
By Command, 
F. J. BADELEY, : 
Acting Clerk ie Connell 


ie 


THE HONGKONG GENERAL CHAM: 
BER OF COMMERCE. is 
—->+—-— : 
At 8 monthly meeting of the: Committee 
held at the Chamber Rooms.on the 25th July— 
Present: Messrs. A. MéConachie (Chairman), 
H. Smith (Vice-Chairman), J. J. Bell-Irving, 
G. B. t cdwell, St. C. Midhacben, KN: AS Siebe, 
T.H. Whitehead, and R. C. Wiloox (Secretety):. 
The cmiarets of the last monthly menos 
were read and confizied. 
TELEGRAPH RATES. 
Read letter from Acting Manager 
of E. E. A. & C. Telogeaph Oo., dated:'26th 
June, in reply to Chamber's letter of date 
announcing 


tlements and elsewhere. 
- QUARANTINE AT MANILA: . - 
Read letter from Colonial - Secretary, ; dated 
Ist July, acknowledging” ‘receipt ‘of Chamber’ 


8. 
letter of 26th June on the: 16 subject: of quarénitine . 


regulations at a aR 
AL DELAYS: ie ye 
Read letter from Colonial Secretdey dated 


&th July, replying to Chamiber’s letter ‘of 29th” 


June, ating that the question’ of the 
of a new Post Office is under- the: ¢ 
of the Seoretary: of State and: mean A 
Government are thinking “of “atrangin: 
temporary additional aopommodatio Po 
Department. - 
The Chairman said. he understood 
erie oi 
ourt building occupied bythe? 
General and: Crown sabe i 


missioners Powers Ordinance, 1886, appoint! fi 


you— 


1.—The Honourable Fain Haldane ‘Btewart: op 
Lockhart, Colonial Secretary and s‘Mem-|: *_ 


pe of the Executive and Legislative Coun-" 7 


2.—The Honourable Catchick Paul Chater, a 
. Member of the Legislative Council. - 


the 


cL ep TTT Te 


-in- Chink: 


e reductions made ‘inetarff of - 
rates between Hongkong and the Btraits! Bets . 


' and embellished with additions. 


5a quack " advertising his nostrums. 
de—I would not take any special notice 
vertisement, but merely keep it on 


oe lonial Surgeon—Certainly it was right 
that the members of the Board should be in- 
formed, but it is not worth special notice. 

The {Acting Captain ‘Bap rintendent of 
Police—That capital would oe made out of 
any case in which judgment is given against 
the Sanitary Board is only to be expected, but 
-hardly in the manner: adopted- by Messrs. 
Leig! and Orange. I do not think that any 


notice should be taken of the advertisement. 
:, Thea PEEsmDENT—I move that the paper be 
alee tn in the archives of this cffico. 


MORTALITY. 
The mortality statistics showed a death rate 
of 17.9 for the week ended 18th July and 20.5 for 
the week, ended aot July, 


ADJOURNMENT. . 
The > Bard adjourned to Thursday week. 
MESS . LEIGH AND ORANGE AND 
i SANITARY BOARD. 
. | Rad Osaneek 
 Messra! Leigh and Orange have forwarded to 


_ Us, with 4 request for publication, the following 


pss ajletter they have written to Mr. Mc- 
with reference to the allusions made to 
them at Thursday's Sanitary Board meeting :— 


3lst July 1896. 
H. McCallum, Esq. 
Sir,—We are surprised to see in yesterday,s 

of your Board a reference to a so- 
“called advertisement in the Chinese newspapers. 
We beg to state that we had no intention nor 
need to advertise and sent a letter commencing 
“ Sir” and ending “ Yours truly " and were not 
-aware of the form or manner in which it was 
"printed i in Chinese, and as you are doubtless 
aware your translation is different to our letter 
We wished 
toinform Chinese owners generally the import- 
ance of the Magistrate's decision of the par- 
ticular case, as we consider that the action of 
the Board with regard to the particular by-law 
has been arbitrary and unfair. 

We fail to see, even if we chose to advertise 
in any shape or form, what” business it is either 
of yourself or the Board. The matter written 
or published in such advertisement might be 
Bay concern, but in this instance is not dealt 
wi 

We think that having such evident solicitude 
for professional men, you might have inquired 
from us as to our intention and meaning before 
penning your observations and thus making the 
matter public. 

With respect to the President's minute os 
published in the China Mail, we think it un- 
called for ; his allusion, however, to a “nostrum”’ 
is searcely happy, as the decision of the case 
referred to was undoubtedly a very wholesome 
and corrective medicine to yourself and some 
members oF the Board,—Yours traly, 

LEIGH AND ORANGE. 
————_—— 
THE QUVtKNOR'S DESPATCH ON 
. THE BLUE BOOK. 


The following is the Governor's degpatch on 

the Blue Book for 1895 :—. 
Government Honse, . 

- Hongkong, 30th July, 1896. 

Sir ir2—T lhave the honour to transmit to you 

the Bine| Book for 1895, and to- submit the 

jremarks upon the few occurrences of 

erest ina Prosperous but somewhat 


x happy to” say that . the terrible 
““scourge>known as the bubonio. plague: which 
dthe colony- ‘during’ the early summer 

did not: re-appear in épidemic 

the. year under ‘review. There 


: sporadic cases to the number of. 
ich: all xoept one-ended fatally; Three |- 


ortugnese ‘and: ‘tho- re- 
The measures Which: : were 


% . 


? 


taken to setent the “epreed of the disease 
were— 

(i) Isolation of those attacked by the disease 
at the Kennedytown Plague Hospital. 

(ii.) Disinfection of the infected houses. 

(iii.) Segregation for a period of ten days of 
the people exposed to the infection, in house- 
boats moored on the confines of the harbour. 

It is impossible to say how far the absence 
of the disease in epidemic form was due to 
climatic conditions and how far to the carrying 
ont of the above mentioned precautions. 


FINANCES. 

The total revenue collected during 1895 
amounted to $2,486,228.89, an increase of 
$199,025.37 over the revenue of 1894, which was 
iteelf larger than that collected in any previous 
year. The items of revenue which contributed 
principally to this increase were Land Sales, 
Post Office, Pawnbrokers’ Licences, and Stamps, 
which show i increases of $59,000, $52,000, $24, 
and $37,000 respectively, as compared with the 
preceding year. On the other hand, there was 
a decrease of $45,000 in the amount- derived 
from the Opium Farm, due to the less favour- 
able terms of a new @ontract which came into 
force on the Ist March, 1895, and a decrease of 
$31,000 in interest, due to the withdrawal of 
deposits to meet the expenditure requisite on the 
resumption of the plague infected area of 
Taipingshan 

The expenditure in 1895 was $2,972,373.01, 
or $903,580.52 in excess of that of the previous 

ear. By far the ar obo. part of this increase, 
owever, viz., 000, was expended in the 
resnmption of nie area known as Taipingshan, 
which was the Beas I'scene of the ravages of 
the plagne during 1894. Most, if not all, of 
this formidable oxpenditure will doubtless be 
recouped by the Government when the area, 
which is being completely redrained and laid 
out anew, is put up to public auction. 

Deducting the sum of $821,000 from the ex- 
Densitare of $2,972,373.01 the revenue and 

xpenditure would be az follows :—$2,486,228.89, 
$2 151,373.01, showing a surplus of $334,855.88. 

Other items of increased expenditure to which 
ar attention may be drawn are :—Pensions 

2,699 increase, Post Office $10,000- increase 
due principally to a large expenditure on transit 
charges incidental to extension in the business 
of the office, and finally certain very necessary 
‘additions ta the staff of the Sanitary Depart- 
ment have raised the expenditure on that de- 
partment from $61,566 to $84,082. 

All things considered, the financial position 
is one of which the colony has no reason to 
complain. . 

The average sterling value of the dollar was 
slightly lower than in 1894, being about 2/1} 
as against 2/14 in that year. The former rate, 
however, shows a slight improvement over the 
average rate for the last nine months of 1894. 
The lowest rate touched was 1/114 (in February 
and March), and the highest was 2/28 in No- 
vember). Since May the rate varied only 
between 2/13 and 2/25. 

The new British dollar was declared equal 
to the standard coin of the colony from the. Ist 
April, and the first consignment of the coins 
arrived on the 12th July. 


COOLIE STRIKE. 
Towards the end of March a general strike 
of coolies took place which lasted several days 
and caused very serious losses to all interested 
in the trade and shipping of this colony. As 
this episode presents several features of more 
than ordinary interest, I shall venture to 
relate its history at some length. 

This strike had its origin in the opposition 
of the keepers of common lodging-houses 
used as dwellings by the labouring classes to 
certain sanitary measures designed to revent 
overcrowding with all its attendan . evils. 
These measures are embodied in certain by- 
laws made by the Sanitary Board in "1890 and 
approved by the Legislative Council in May, 
1891, providing for the registration of common. 
lodging-houses. .It was generally believed that 
these by-laws would, when enforced, meet with 
prompt and determined opposition, 


‘and coerce the coolies enga 


keepers af the. isipke tenes: to comply: 
the provisions of the'by-laws.. A=C 
abhors the slightest departure freni 

and in every fresh measure of the’ ‘Govert 
which concerns his daily life:is prone:to 
an attempt at ultimate, if. pot--immed 
“squeeze” or taxation. Every’ possible 
tempt was made. “by. the 
both by oral. commpmication and. the 

tion of thousands fof pamphlets, -to:.-remove;; 
any apprehensions of this naturé andto assure 
them: that ; 


with a view to their health ‘and. -oomfort.? 
Beyond this alleged fear of the ultimatesim-:: 
position of a poll tax there was not the slights 
hint of any grievance on the part of the coo 
Explanations and assurances were continued: 
nearly three months, but as tho. coolies. still... 
maintained their obstructive . attitude, -it be... 
came evidently necessary to. enforce the law 
without further parley. Summonses were ac- 
cordingly issued against the recalcitrant keepers - 
of common lodging-houses. But here a--fresh. 
difficulty arose, as it was found that they had 
decamped from the colony. 

This was met by the introduction. of an. 
Ordinance defining anew the term common — 
‘lodging-houses and imposing the responsibility... 
of registering, in the absence of the keepers.of ... 
such honses, upon the “householder” as Tofined. : 
in the Public Health Ordinance, i.e., the actual~. 
tenant or occupier, or where there is no cash 
person the immediate landlord of a building. . 

In consequence of the measures taten to 
enforce the by-laws, a —_ of the coolies . 
employed in working coal and cargo began;on.- 
the 23rd March, and on the arrival of the-daily -. 
steamer from Macao on that day a number of . . 
coolies on strike endeavoured aia ce with 

in carrying 
goods and Laggage to the shore. The -altempt- 
“was promptly defeated by: the Police. and two - 
of the ringleaders were arrested and sentenced 
to six weeks’ hard agg The Chinese. - 
being generally of peaceable and law-. 
abiding disposition, thete was never-- any: 
serious apprehension of any ontbreak of violence;:.. - 
nevertheless every precaution was taken::to: . 
enable the Government to nip any.-:-tur-... 
bulent manifestation in the bud ; the Police force -. 
was strengthened, and the streats. and. harbours. 
were constantly patrolled by armed pickets; andi;- 
it is satisfactory to note that with-tho exception: :- 
of the episode above recorded no.attempt:at;dis-::--- 


bance took place during the whole. period = cofs,: 
the strike. 


there were some 3,000 coolies on strike, and next; -_ me 

day the strikers were joined by the: whole; of these: . 

coolies who load and discharge-coal. «: age 
This rendered the: coaling.of- steamy ims a> 

possible unless assistance of.an:'un aii . 

could be obtaindd. .[-accordingly.on. the 

March caused the P. & O. steamer: Verona. 

coaled by a gang of. fifty convicts from Vic! 

Gaol, while the services of 100 of 


As it: was: impossible: es dui e ooolic 
cargo in the. harbour on unt-of=th 
it was thought that:‘they:migh be, it 
labour if removed to som he rel i as : 


so their | di 


operation was postponed until a date to be |’ Marol 


‘In view, however, of the terrible experience 


-Subsequently named, and. the matter: was allowed 
‘temporarily to stand over. 


:of the effects of the plague in 1894, aggravated j 


a3.they. undoubtedly ¥ were by” —- ‘in A 


By the ovening of. the 23rd: Marcha” = : 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADH REPUHT. 


outcome of that conference was an agreement 
to endeavour to effect a compromise ‘with. the 
recalcitrant coolies, the substance of which was 
‘that the owners of lodging-houses should be 
allowed to register instead of ‘the head coolies. 
On the evening of the same day the Committee, 
without previously ascertaining the views of 
the Government, or obtaining its authority for 
the measure, published and circulated a hand- 
bill in Chinese stating that they intended 
next day to recommend a compromixe of this 
nature to the Government, and that they 
felt confident that their suggestion would 
meet with approval. The false hopes thus 
raised in the coolies’ minds bore bitter fruit ; 
for, of course, the proposal when placed before 
the Government was unhesitatingly rejected. 
The compliance with it at such a juncture 
would have been a complete victory for the 
rebellious coolies, the consequences of which 
could not have failed to prove disastrous to 
the colony for many years to come from 
whatever point of view the circumstances are 
segarded : disastrous to health and sanitation, 
‘ror the modification proposed would have been 
f decided obstacle to the sméoth working of the 
very necessary by-laws; disastrous to trade and 
commerce, for success in this strike would in- 
evitably have meant a succession of strikes in 
future years; and, far worse than all, disastrous 
to the future peace and good order of the colony. 
It was perfectly clear that the strike was not 
an economical one, but was in fact nothing 
short of a rebellion on the part of a large 
section of the inhabitants against the law 
and the Government. This rebellion, it is 
true, took the form not of active opposi- 
tion but of passive resistance, but it was per- 
haps all the more difficult to terminate on that 
very account. The moral effect of the slightest: 
display of weakness on the part of the Gov- 
ernment at such a crisis would have been 
harmful beyond all calculation and would have 
resulted in a disastrous legacy to future 
administrations. It isa commonplace that the 
Chinaman, judging others by himself, as a rule 
regards every concession as a sign of weakness, 
and had the coolies gained their point in this 
case, it is certain that they would have looked 


 Hinig‘in-search of work from interference at the 
handsof'the strikers. Work proceeded all day 
onthe etediners without interruption. 
--On thé -morning ‘of the’ 26th the licensed 
owners of the‘boats which removed cargo to and 
from ships endeavoured to go out on strike, but 
ae on being warned by the Police that they could 
4 #@ «not leave ‘the waters of the colony without a 
mat “clearanoé:and that their sureties would be dealt 
; with: by the Registrar-General, remained 
passive.’ Some difficulty was nevertheless ox- 
ecm -by firms in hiring the boats. The 
elise ‘therefore undertook to hire boats for 
them,--and during the remainder of the strike 
a. erly were supplied to the public by the 
P -on the usual terms and in whatever 
-numbers desired. a 
“On the 26th March the hands at the East 
Point and Lee Yuen Sugar Refineries also 
began to show signs of disaffection, and special 
pickets of the Police were told off to protect 
such of them as were willing to continue at 
‘work. In spite, however, of these precautions 
nearly the whole of the coolies at both es- 
tablishments were out on strike by nightfall. 
On the 27th the coolies who had been working: 
cargo on steamers at Aberdeen struck work. 
The strike had now reached its acutest 
All the coolies who handle cargo 
*“ on’ ship and on shore and who work coal 
: together with nearly all the hands at 
the haw & Bay, East Point, and Lee Yuen 
Sugar Refineries, making 8 total of at lenst 
20,000, were on strike. The coolies-employed 
by building contractors did not join in the 
movement, nor did any of the coclies, who carry 
chairs and pull jinrickshas. There were also a 
certain number of what are called ~‘ street 
coolies,” who do odd jobs, carrying luggage, 
&c.,' whose services were obtainable. These 
‘ men were employed by the Police in steyedore 
} and coaling work, while a‘number of men from 
the Hongkong Regiment also rendered useful 
rE , aid in discharging vessels, and six petty officers 
.> of the Royal Navy were sworn in. as special 
constables to strengthen the Water Police. 
On the morning of the 28th the hands at the 
Hunghom Docks showed a disposition to join 
the strike. The Police were quickly on the 


romise, and apart from the*h 
ooked for from From the by-laws 
enforcement of which was the © ) 
strikers, the coolie class, who ,were.begin 
fo think they held the reins of power,: 
received an object: lesson which, it may - 
hoped, they will not soon forget. et tee 
References are then made to. peace and goods 
order, legislation, etc., summarising the depart~..: 
aa which have already been. pub-“ 
< ese 
The above is a brief review of a year which: 
presents few striking incidents, but which was.z- - 
perhaps one of the most prosperous in- the niot.3 . 
very lengthy history of this interesting and: 
unique colony. _ - ; ee 
This will probably be one of the last Blue < 
Book. reports which I shall have the honour 
to address to you from Hongkong, and in con- 
cluding it I would point out that the expecta- 
tions I formed and gave expression to some.. 
four and a half years ago, and which were. 
then adversély criticized and even treated in 
some quarters with derision, have been or 
are in course of’ being fulfilled. 1894 and 
1895 have been exceedingly prosperous years 
notwithstanding serious impediments, and I 
hope and have every reason te. believe ca 
this colony, looking to its remarkable vitality; 
will, in the future, continue to advance ifs: 
wealth and prosperity.—I ‘have the honour 
be, sir, your most obedient; humble servant, © 
WILLIAM ROBINSON, | 
. : Governor. ES 
The Right Honourable Mr. Joseph Chani} . 
berlain, M.P., Her a are Principi} 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, &7- 
&o., &c., Downing Street, London. 4 


BELILIOS PUBLIC SCHOUL. 
On the 3lst July Hon. J. H. Step 


Lockhart (Colonial Secretary) distribute a : 
prizes to scholars attending the Belilios Z 


School. There was a large attendan Z di 


~ ¢ and succeeded in arresting two strangers, | upon themselves as masters of the situation on sas ; ; 
Gcubtlees omissaries from “the strikers in | any future occasion in-which their wishes might | Parents, scholars, and friends. eas 
Victoria. conflict with the will‘ef the Government. err eee aero 


and gentlemen, 1 must first of all explain the — 
reason of my presence here to-day. As youareall 
aware, His Honour Chief Justice Carrington was 
to have presented the prizes, but I much regref 
to have to inform you that owing to illness he 
is unable to be present. I am sure you will all 
be very disappointed at his absence, especially on 
account of the cause. Ido not know whether 
you are aware, as I am, that Chief Justice. . 
Carrington. takes a very deep interest in all’ 
matters appertaining to education, and I am 
sure if he had been here he would have favoured 
us with an address which would have been 
interesting and most instructive: With 
regard to the resulis in the girls’ school last 
year I cannot do better than inform you briefl, 
of the remarks made by the Inspector of Schoo 
{n a portion of his report. I may .remind you 
that this school-is divided into two divisions, 
the upper school and the lower school. The - 
upper echool is purely English, and with regard. 
to it I may say that. 104 pupils presented _ 
themselves for examination and 92 wero -ex-. ,.; 
amined. The range of the examination included. ~ 
all the usual subjects of an English education . 
with physical geography added as ‘a special: sub: 
jock The attainments in classes 1 to. in: is 
istory, English composition, and map‘ drawing: 
were surprisingly high throughout, and inthe 
salad classes the examinations in grammar. 
geography were uniformly good. ~ class 
to 7 the results of the -examination 
o 


The circular, however, was issued by the 
Committee, containing what, to the Chinese 
mind, amounted toa pledge that Government 
would accept a compromise. The result was. 
that the strike, which showed signs of collaps- 
ing, continued. 

On the morning of the 30th March a large 
number of ooolies resumed work\in the expecta- 
tion that the compromise referréd to would be 
carried into effect. Whon, however, it became 
known that it:had not been accepted by Gov- 
ernment they left off work again, with the 
exception of the hands at the Sugar Refineries, 
who had never been very determined in their 
attitude. The coolies engaged by the Captain 
Superintendent of Police the previous after- 
noon for certain shipping firms did not keep 
their engagements, and before noon of the 30th 
ante the strike had re-assumed its acutest 

orm. ; 


On the Ist April matters once more appeared _ 
hopeful. Marly in the morning of that day the 
Police succeeded in hiring 350 coolies for various 
firms at $l aday. A public meeting was held 
at 11 a.m. at which a vote of confidence in the. 
Government was passed, and later in'the day an 
agreement was made by the stevedore who had, 
as has been mentioned, in the preceding week 
approached certain firms, to supply stevedore 
coolies to the Government by whom they were let 
out through the agency of the Police to all who 
required their services. 

This was the beginning of the end. The 
strike scon collapsed, and by the 4th April the 
the labouring coolies once more resumed their 
work as usual. ! 

On the 2nd April upwards of 500 coolies were 
supplied to various firms at $1 aday. On the 
8rd April more than 1,000 coolies were supplied 


They could give no satisfactory account of 
themselves and were sentenced by the Magis- 
trate to three months’ hard labour as rogues and 

_ yagabonds, and the hands at the Dock gave no 
farther trouble. 

The fow remaining hands at the East Point 

- Refinery also struck work on the 28th March, 
- and on the same day a public meeting of the 
community, convened by the Chamber of Com- 
merce, was held to consider the crisis. An 
_ influential Committee was. elected to deliberate 
and communicate its views to the Government. 
Several leading merchants addressed the meeting, 
which ap to be unanimous in its desire to 
support the Government in ite determination to 
- grant no concession whatever to the foolish pre- 
judices of the strikers. Meanwhile there were 
not. wanting signs that the strike was breaking 
down. An offer was made to ono of the largest 
. shipping firms in this colony by a Chinese to 
undartake the stevedore business of the firm 
within twenty-four hours on condition that he 
was. guaranteed permanent employment as 
stevedore for five years. This utter was made 
on the 28th March, and on the following day 
similér: offers were made to other firms. 
-_ Tho hands atthe. three Refineries returned 

4 to work on*the 29th March, and the Captain 

Big oo bs tra of Police was able to hirezfifty 

coolies for a local firm at $1 a day,"And to, 
engage tty more at the same rate for another 
firm for the next morning, and more could have 
-been obtained on the same terms if required. 

Moreover,. the’ P.-& O. stevedore now ex- 

| Saeril is willingness to obey the provisions of 
- She <by-laws,.as regards registration. There 
- seemed:"évery: likelihood that the strike was 
about:to:come'to-an‘end; but the well-founded 
hopes::of. sn immodiate - termination of the 


deadlock wag unfortunately frustra at 75 cents a day, and by noon of the 4th April: 
il-timed action of the Cominittee appointed | the strike was atanend, The- victory of the 
_ at. the publio? mesting” to” “which I have | Government—against which and not against. 


.' referred {| employers of labour the strike was organised— 
th was complete. é : 


This happy result was, of course, not achieved 


.| say that’ the‘attene 
owing totheexisten 


— Senet mse eg Aer 
10 1 boat remenrroude anes = 
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| 
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i 


* - gehiool 


the:attendance in the upper school 

wing to the plague, whereas the 

te in the lower school was not in the 
ected. The mention of the plague has 
ded me that it might-be useful in this 
‘if some attempt were made to teach the 


irls nursing. As you are all aware there is in 


- Hongkong a very great want of nurses, ia want 


to-which attention has often been called publicly 
andialso privately. Itis true we have at the Go- 
vernment Civil Hospitata staff of sisters of which 
any ‘colony might well feel proud, and we had 
only quite recently a very striking instance of 
the manner in which those nurses are devoted 
to their duty. L-refer to Sister Catherine, Miss 
MéIntosh, who contracted plague during the 
performance of her duty at Kennedytown Hos- 
pital. It will I am sure be gratifying to you as 
it is to me to hear that she is now recovering. 
(Applause.) I think an instance such as I have 
mentioned ought to be a stimulus to you girls 
to follow in her worthy steps and to imitate the 
example she has set you all. (Applause.) This 
jon I have thrown out might be taken se- 

riously into consideration by Mrs. Bateman and 
by others interested in this school, and I am 
ite certain that if they are able to undertake 
e-important task of teaching girls to nurse 
they will render avery great benefit to this 
colony. (Applause). 


Rernees that this school was founded on the lst 


- do more. 


1890, and that the present building was 

first occupied in 1893. During that period a 
thousand girls have passed through the school, 
a resalt which is, I think, highly satisfactory. 
(Applavse.) The education given in this school 
is, as you will be able to judge from the 
report of the Inspector of Schools, -of a very 
high standard indeed, and I think Mrs. Bate- 
man and her energetic staff are to be congratu- 
lated on the satisfactory results which have 
been cbtained by them. Carne) I notice 
in Mrs. Bateman’s report, which will be read 
directly by the Inspector of Schools, that a 
beginning has been made’ in the establishment 
of a library, and that that beginning ought 
to -be enconraged is, 1 am sure, the feeling of 
everybody present. (Apylnas I am not 
ing now -as Colonial Secretary, and I 
would advise Mrs. Bateman to approach 
the Government with a view to obtain- 
ing a grant for the library. I think I 
my safely say that the Colonial Secretary 
ill give that application his hearty support. 
(Applause.) I Gbsorve also that Mrs. Bateman 
has not only a strong belief in mental acquire- 
ments but is also in favour of physical recreation 
for her pupils. I think everybody ought to 
support Mra. Bateman in her endeavour to give 
her pupils recreation. I see mention of other 
suggestions, one -being that a lawn tennis 
ground ought to be provided in order to give 
the girls an opportunity of indulging in 
that form of recreation. I believe the sum 
of $100 will be sufficient to put the 
nd in a condition which will enable 

the girls to play; and perhups in future Jawn 
tennis champions of the olor y will be 
found amongst therh. If others will evme for- 
ward and contribute I am quite willing to sub- 
scribe $25 towards having the tennis ground 
put in a proper state. (Applauze.) I beliove 
it is usual on occasions like this to congratulate 
prize winners and to condole with those who have 


-not won prizes. I must confess my feelings of 


sympathy are invariably with those who have not 


won prizes, because the chances are that they 
have all worked very strenuously, perhaps more 
strenuously than those who receive prizes. 
But those who have not won them now have 
worked hard and they have the inward satisfac- 
tion of knowing that they have done their best. 
anid ‘that nobody, whether man or woman, could 
id mo: (Applange.) With these few remarks 
J will call upon the Inspector of Schools to read 


the report of the head mistress, Mrs. Bateman: 
~ Dr, Erres then read the report of the Heal 
Mistress for the year, which was as follows :— 


Belilios Public School, 
- Hongkong, 20th July, 1896. 
Sir,—I have the honour to forward you the 


; sixth snuual report of the Belilios Public School. 


‘he increase of English children mentioned 

iy-revort last year has still been continued, 

ver iy attendance being quite 9 
excess- of the preceding year. 


iad to be able to state that the appear- 


x 


I may safely remind you | 


ance of plague, which materially affected the 
number in the Chinese division, did not in- 
fluence the attendance in the English part of 
the school. 

There is the usual disparity between the 
numbers admitted during the course of the 
year and the names remaining on the register 
at the close. This is chiefly owing to the 
migratory habit of certain portions of the com- 
munity, though that the school is fully appre- 
ciated is shown by the fact that the great 
majority in the three upper classes has regularly 
attended since the time (March, 1890) when the 
school was originally started. . 

Had the numbers who have been entered on 
the register since that date (in addition to the 
scholars in the Chinese division) remained in 


the colony, our present spacious building would - 


have been ere this overcrowded. 

In response to niy appeal last year for funds 
to procure a new piano, His: Excellency the 
Governor most generously offered to head a 
subscription list. This having been followed 
by the Hon. E. R. Belilios and other kind 
friends, we have succeeded in procuring an 
excellent instrument from Measrs. Lane, Craw- 
ford & Co., who ear edcapiaerr $50 of the 
original cost. On my drawing attention to the 


need of suitable reading other ‘than school 


literature for the girls, the Rev. R. F. Cob- 
bold signified his willingness to 
a fund for a library. This being supple- 
mented by various contributions from other 
generons friends, we are now in possession 
of a'small collection of books obtained from 
England through the kind offices of the Rev. 
T. W. Pearce, of the London Missionary So- 
ciety. As the number of books is very limited 
and these are being read with great avidity by 
the girls, it will soon be necessary to increase 
the supply. As a small means towards this end 
a monthly contribution is paid by each gir] who 
has availed herself of the advantage of joining 
the library. But as this will be a slow method 
of obtaining an appreciable increase of books, 
any additional help in books or money will be 
gratefully received. : 

It is not only the mental recreation of which 
I would speak, but I would ‘also draw attention 
to the importance of physical exercise. To 
help in a measure to meet this want a gentle- 
man most kindly presented a tennis net and 
poles for the use of the pupils; but, unfor- 
tunately, owing to the rongh state of the play- 
ground, it has been quite impossible for them 
to avail themselves of this healthy exercise. 
The funds at our disposal are ouly sufficient to 
provide the ordinary school apparatus ; con- 
sequently it is not in our power to incur the 
expense of laying down a court, the cost of 
which I understand would not exceed $100. In 
our staff there have been no changes, a great 
advantage to the School, with the exception of 
the appointment of an addifional pupil teacher, 
necessitated by the increased numbers. 

The annual examination by the Inspector 
of Schools began on July Ist, the results of 
which will be given by Dr. Hitel.—I have, &o., 

(8d.) “E. A. BATEMAN, 
Headmistress. 
The Hon. J. H. Stewart Lockhart, Colonial 
Secretary. 7 

The Colonial Secretary then distributed’ the 
prizes, and at the conclusion a very interesting 
entertainment was given by the children, the 
programme consisting of songs, recitations, 
pianoforte duets, and drills. The pupils went 
through the drills with marked precision, and 
the Colonial Secretary complimented Sergeant 
Collins, the drill instructor, on the very suc- 


cesstul resulta of his. work. A play in which | 


nursery rhymes played an important part was 
also given by scholars in the following cha- 
racters—Queen, Ella King: Herald, Annie 


Parker; Little Jack Horner, Albert Ahwee; |: 


Mistress Mary, Amelia Watling; Margery 
Daw, Georgie King and Minnie. Sutherland ; 
Georgie Porgie, George Young; Humpty 
Dumpty, Maude Kennedy; Jack and Jill, Ru- 
dolph Neubrunn-and Florence Joseph; Ride-a- 


Cock-horse, Annie Neil’; Little Bo-Peep, Ethel |- 


Parker. - 
Cheers for Mrs. Bateman, the Colonial Seore- 

tary, and Dr. Hitel concluded the proceedings. 
The following is the prize list :-— 
Class 1—Reading, Ethel Long. 

tion, Ruby Ley Kum. Arithmetic, May 


‘Plinston. 


start” 


Marks, Ruby Ley. Kum.) 2272 
Class 2.—Reading, Ida Armstron 

sition, Eliza Moore. - Arith 

incey. Grammar, Eliza Moo. 


.Ida Armstrong. Maps, Ida Ar 


tory, Hannah Olson. Dictation, He 


: 


on.#7-Com: 
position, Rosie Kennett. tic, lla: 
King. Grammar, Eliza Turner. Geograp. 


‘Ella King. Maps, Annie Parker. - Histo 


Rosie Kennett. Dictation, Edith Plins 
Writing, Annie ‘Parker. Needlework, Annié‘; | 
Parker. Highest number of Marks, Edith: ° 


Class 4.—Reading, Maude Craig. Composi-.... 
tion, Letitia King. Arithmetic, Johorah 
Mahomed. Grammar, Jennie Madar. Geo- 
graphy, Emma Legg. History, Maude Craig. 
Dictation, Madeline Dilworth. ° Writing, Daisy 
Mather. Needlework, Letitia King. Highest 
number of Marks, Madeline Dilworth. 

Class 5.—Reading, Hannah- Moore. Arith- 
metic, Fatima Mahomed. Grammar, Lily King. 
Geography, Rosetta Ahwee. Dictation, Nellie 
Olson. Writing, Alise Leobirel. Needlework, 
Nellie Olson. Highest number of Marks, 
Kitty Abraham. 

Class 6.—Reading, Bessie Kennett. Writ-. 
ting, Helena Ismail. Arithmetic, Cecilia 
Quincey. - Needlework, Lily Heang. Highest 
number of marks, Bessie, Kennett. . ; 

Class 7.—Reading, ‘Minnie Sutherland. | 
Writing, Rachael Neubrunn. Arithmetic, 
Usuf Kia. Needlework, Amelia Watling. 
Highest number of marks, J oh Duncan.. 

lass 8.—Reading, Mary Davis. Writing, -- 
Ethel Parker. Arithmetic, Ida Noma. Needle-.. 
work, Martha Peterson. Highest number of . 
marks, Rudolf Neubrunn. : 

Infants.—Improvement, Annie Neill. ‘ 

Recitation.—Bessie Kennett, Eva Rodger, : 
Bessie Walker. s 

Drill.—Eliza Turner. ~ 

Re Attendance.—Class 1, May Hunter.” 
Class 2, Hannah Olson. Class 3, Rosie Ken- 
nett.’ Class 4, Maude Craig. Class 5, Rosetta 
Ahwee. Class 6, Ahchai Dalbasah. Class 7, 
Albert Ahwee. Class 8, George Young.- 

Chinese Embroidery.—Ist, Johorae Mahomed; * 
2nd, Mary Quincey. * 

Chinese Literature—Class 1. Ist prize, Li 
Tam-mun. Class 2. 1st prize, T’su T’soi.. Class :- 
8. lst prize, Ma Sin, 2nd prize, Li San-mui, 3rd - 

rize, Mak Mui. Class 4. Ist prize, Li Kam-i, 

d prize, Ch‘am Chum, 3rd prize, Ta’m. 
Chenng-tsoi. a fog tg 

Chinese Embroidery.—Ist prize, T's’u Mi-in, .- 
Qnd prize, Sham Yuk-lin, 8rd prize, ‘Chan .Chu-.- 
in ee 


an. : see ea 
Thanks are due to the following gentlemen - 
for their kind subscriptions to the Piano, Prise, . 
and ‘Library fund of this school :—His Exoel-. 
lency Sir William Robinson, Hon. E. R.:Beli-.:: 
lios, Hon. J. J. Bell-Irving, Hon. A. Macon<: 
achie, Right Rev. Bishop Burdon, Rev. :H.:; 
Cobbold, Dr. Eitel, Captain Anderson, Captain? 
Burnie, Mossrs. J M.-Armstrong, R. Cooke; 
BR. Crook, Victor Deacon, H. L. Dennys;#D.: 
Gillies, J. D. Humphreys, Ho Tung; Ho Faok;:- . 
Ho Amei, T. Jackson, Ku Fai Shan, G. J. W.: . 
King, T. Lamwert, Lan Wy Cheun, H., Nii 
Lear 8 W. Quincey, A. Rodger, C..W.- Richards, 
R. Shewan, D. Sassoon, Findlay -Smith, ‘Tongo- 
Wan, 21'dn _W.+ Darn,> WaizLun:: 


right, -Yourg:- 
igzio “Abraham, May::.. 
Parker: 000i! 
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Rp nee NTS 


Bills receivable 


. Té dividend account :— 


By. balance of undivided pro- 


- By transfer from profit and loss account ... 


nd will then stand at $6,000,000.. 
Af king thistransfer and deducting ren=nera- 
fon io directors: there remains for appropriation 
$ Pay f 2 out of which the directors recommend 
a dividend of one pound and five shillings per share, 
which will abeorb $144,444.44. 

_Thé difference in between 46, the rate 
at WHich the dividend is declared, and 2s. 2jd., the 
rate 6f the day, amounts to $461,215.04. 

The-balance $300,184.98 to be carried to new 
profit and loss account. : 
AUDITORS. 
‘he accounts have been audited by Mr. F. Hen- 
as and Mr. C. 8. Sharp, the latter acting in the 
aba nce of Mr. 8.G. Bird. 
: A. McConacuie, 
‘Chairman. 


« Hongkong, 30th July, 1898. 


Avarnact or Assers axp Lrantiatres, 80rH June, 1996. 
£ 


. 10,000,000.00 
5,750,000.00 
250,000.00 
9,092,856.67 


Silver .. ......cc.0.sce00.-. 943,428,286.22 

Gold, £6,815,097.148.2d.—-57,191,146.11 

im + 100,614,432.38 
Fixed deposite— 

Silver .......ccc00000-sect. « 836,286,777.44 

Gold, £2,770,788.98.10d.==25 088,624.82 
Bills payable (including drafts on London 

Bankers and short sight drawings on 

office against bills receivable 


Profit and loss account ................. 


61,375,402.26 


14,825,365.24 
venues 1,470,795.36 


— 


$203,378,851.86 


8 oc. 

ve seaneces see 92,409,687.26 
§,869,757.57 
$,892,284.11 


England asa 

al London reserve. $1,900,000.00 
£651,050.0.0 Consols and 

other sterling securities 5,896,301.89 

? + ————— 1 7,796,301.89 

Bills discounted, loans, and credits ... 61,108,194.80 

sais we 71,727,698.41 

sa 974,977.82 

100,000.00 


$208,378,851.86 


_ Prorrr axp Loes Account, 80TH Jums, 1896. 
To amounts wri.ten off — 
Remuneration to directors .............5.... 15,000.00 
21 Sa, . share on 80,000 shares. 
£100,000 at 48. 6d. ooo... ee cece cee eee 
To:dividend adjustment account :— . 
Difference in exchange between 4s. éd., 
‘the rate at which the dividend is de- 
_ Clared, and 2s. 24d., the rate of the day 
To'transfer to reserve fund ...................65 
To balance carried forward to next half-year 


444,444.44 


461,215.94 
250,000.00 
300,134.48 


$1,470,795.36 


$ «a 


fits, 8Ist December, 18065 .% 312,780.12 
To amount of. net profits for 
the six months ending 30th 
June, 1896, after making 
vision for bad and doubt- 
debts, deducting all ex- 
penses and interest paid 
and dn@ oo... . 1,158,015.24 — - 
——_———-_ 1,470,795.36 


$1,470,795.36 


$ ea 
.. 6,000,000.00 - 


$6,000,000.00 


3 «a 
5,750,000.00 
250,000.00 


By balance, 31st December, 18965 ..,.. :..... 


£$6,000,000.00 - 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. _ 


HONGKONG, CANTON| AND MACAU 
STEAMBOAT COMPANY, LD. 


i > 

The ordinary half-yearly meeting of the 
shareholders in the‘above Company was held.at 
the office of the Company, 18, Bank Buildings, 
on the 31st July. Hon. E R. Belilios presided, 
and there were also present. Hon. J. J. Bell- 
Irving, Messrs. F./A. Gomes, J. Kramer, N. A. 
Siebs  Dixecsara), . Arnold (Secretary), Capt. 
A. Tillett, Messrs A. A. da Cruz, E. J. Moses, 
F. E. C. Georg, J} BR. Michael, 8. H.. Michael, 
G. H. Potts, J. Saab b D. W. Craddock, D. 
E. Brown, W. D. Graham, C. H. Thompson, 
Woo Hon, and Chun Chai. 


The CHAIRMAN said—Gentlemen, as you 
have now had the report and unts before 
ou for -some time, I would propgse that they 
be taken as read. When we last met I ven 
to predict that, with a cheaper coal contract. we 
would show an even better result of the steamers’ 
working than that attained forthe previous 


half year, and I.am glad to say that that pre- | 


diction has been amply verified by s substantial 
increase of $17,000, while as compared with the 
corresponding six months of 1895 an improve- 
ment of $45,000 is shown. The repairs account 
has been somewhat heavy, for the reason ex- 
prince in the report. In the early part of the 


year, in consequence of the sudden deve- ; 


lopment of a flaw in one of the paddle shafts 
of the Honam, that steamer had to be laid u 

for over a month to have a spara shaft fitted, and 
advantage was taken of this lengthy lay-up to 
have considerable other repairs effected, which 
in the ordi course would ‘have stood over 
until next docking. With regard to the other 
shaft, I may say that ;your directors, acting 
upon the advice of experts, deemed it prudent 
to make arrangements’ changing that one also. 
A new shaft was consequently ordered from 
England, the cost of which is included in the 
accounts now before you, but the expense of 
fitting it will attach to the current half year. 
Begides this, there will be the usual annual 
docking and repairs of the Pdwan and Heung- 
shan and an overhaul of the White, Cloud, 
but with the substantial amount carried for- 
ward I trust that not only will all these 
experses be met, but that at the end of the 
year wo shall’ be able to do something fur- 
ther towards writing down the book values 
of our steamers. .The opening of the West 
River is still a matter of the future ; but I may 
say that the result of the journey to Wuchowfu 
made by ge Clarke. has been the acquisi- 
tion of much valuable information which will 
be of great use to us when this long talked-of 
svent comes about. Good progress has been 
made with the two small steamers now being 
built for us by the Dock Company and we hope 
to see them usefully employed before the end 
of the year. With the refund of four lakhs 
of capital you will observe that there has been 
a corresponding diminution of the item “ in- 
terest on investments,” the Company only 
having had the use of these funds for about 
six weeks in the early part of the year. The 
difference in our interest account consequent 
upon this return of capital will be some 
$25,000 a year. The condition of our invest- 
ments continues satisfactory. . During the 
half year a realisation was effected, showing 
a profit of neal $19,000, which is included 
in the profit and jloss-account. The remain- 
ing investments d at what we consider 
safe values, whilg the amount at credit of 
investment fluctuation account is practically 
the same as that of last half year. With 
regard to the item “ property foreclosed,” this is 
scarcely the gort of asset that your directors 
care to hold for a lengthened period, and I am 
glad to say that arrangements have been made 
whereby i¢ will be expunged from our books 
shortly without loss to the Company. Before 
concluding, I must express the regret felt by 
the Board, which doubtless will be shared b 

many of ‘those present, at the news which 
we have recently received of the death of our 
Commodore, Captain Lefavour, an old and 
faithful servant of the Company. It does not 


occur to me to say anything more gentlemen, 


beyond mentioning the fact-that the current 
half year has opened well, and I would therefore 
now propose ' the etoptinn of the report and: 
accounts ; but before doing so I shall be pleased 
to answer any questions which shareholders 


Pby Mr. 


may wish to put regardi 
before the meeting. « - 
No questions . being. asked,< the 
accounts, were thereupon unanim tad: 
on the proposition of the CHAIRMAN;seconde 
ROWN. bea 
The CHarRMAN—The other business;gentle: 
men, is the re-election of the retiring: dire 
Mr. N..A. Siebs and the Hon. J. J. Bell-I 
Mr. GeorG—I beg to Propose that the 
ing directors be re-elected. - : 
Mr. Porrs seconded. SOS Genes 
Carried unanimously. : 
The retiring-auditors, Messrs. A. OD. 
din and F. 
elected on the 
seconded by Mr. r 
The CHAIRMAN-— 
gentlemen. Dividen ‘ r 
to-morrow morning at 10 o'clock. I thank you © 
for your attendance. 


HONGE ONG GOLF. CLUB. 


———9e—__——- 7 
BEST SCORE CUP FOR JULY. 
Rev. J. Vallings ... ... 103 18 85 
Mr. C.H.Grace... .. 98: 12 86 
Mr.C.E.Hume ... ... 98 4 94 
THE CAPTAIN'S CUPS. ; 
The Captain's Cup for August was easily- 
won by Mr. Vallings, his score being. excep- 
tionally good, taking into consideration thé- 
heavy state of the lies. ‘This is the ‘first com-” 
petition in which the hurdle hazards have played 
a:part, and possibly they may account for the 
large number of entrids and few returns. : 
CAPTAINS CUP. 
Rev. J. R. Vallings .... 89 
- Mr. J. M. T. Thomon..; 93 
Mr. FE. M. Knox .:. ... 113 
Mr. F. J. Badeley .... 5 
Mr.C:E.Hume ... .. 94 
Mr. E.A.Ram_... ... 102 
29 Entries. 
POOL. 
Mr.C.E.Hume ... ... 94 
Mr. W. A. Duff ... ... 108 
Mr. C. A. Tomes... ... 118 


Mr. C. H. Grace... ... 110. 
: Several others no return. 


JAPAN TIDAL WAVE RELIEF FUND. 
Subscriptions already acknowledged $3,983 — 
Mr. Thomson ..: 2. 2. ue we 25 
GoW. BP na) cee Ge SS OED 
rake agi Telegraph... ..\... 


The Treasurer of the Japan\Tidal Wave 
Relief Fund informs us that the sum of $4,000 
was remitted to the Committee o 
Relief Fund on the 31st July by wire. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


ae eee 
[We do not hold ourselves responsible for the 
opinions expressed by our correspondents.] ._ - 


THE RECENT TYPHOON. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE “DAILY PRESS.” *,' 

Srz,—It might We interesting if some of ' 
your readers would state what were the great 
oscillations of the barometer observed by the 
during the past storm. Here, near the summit | 


of Mount Kellett, I observed. the aneroid needle, - 


on one occasion to vibrate through two-tenths.. 
of an inch, and.several times over an interval’of 
more than one-tenth, minor osoillations ‘beings’ 
of course very frequent. So violentand'sudden . 
were the alterations of pressure that:they  . 
affected the drums of the ear, produci Be = 
the moment the same feeling as one expe - 
when going up and. down the steepest partof.. 
the tramway. .° ¢ ene e. 
~The lowest. point touched by the .baron 
here was 27.1, -which point the eed 


the barometer. be 
& succession "of - 
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THE HONGKONG WEEELY PRESS AND 


ter after. that event and blew a steady 

sane, the oscillations of the barometer at 

he-“same time becoming much smaller and 
eventually dying away altogether. 

‘I ‘shoald add that the aneroid barometer 
from which the above readings were taken is 8 
new one just received from England and is 
compensated for temperatute. 


MT. KELLETT. 
Hongkong, Ist August, 1896. 


POSTAL DEFICIENCIES. 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE “ DAILY PRES.” 
Srr,—As the lane a of providing improved 
accommodation for the existing Post Office is 
now under discussion, you will perhaps grant 
me space to note one or two other points about 
arrangements here which seem un- 


the 
por sl to the casual visitor in-these parts. 


In the first place, why is there nota sub-Post 
Office at: Kowloon? The geographical situa- 
tion of Kowloon seems to require it, the popu- 
lation there would fully justify 3 it, and it wonld 
r to aome extent relieve the congestion 

at the central office. The convenience to re- 
sidents of Kowloon woald be very great, espe- 
cially under the present rule, which requires 
. them to scnd to the latter place for parcels, nor 
would the extra expense be large. Indeed, as 
every. extra convenience in the way of posting 
letters, &c., tends to increase their number, the 
additional coat would probably ere long be con- 
siderably discounted by increased revenue 
from postage stamps. Most big towns with any 
pretensions to an efficient postal service have 


sub-post offices in districts far easier of access 


to the central one than is Kowloon to Hong- 
kong. This former place has apparently to put 
up with a single pillar box, but is fortunate 
compared with other places outside. Victoria 
and the Peak District, where there are, it seems, 
no facilities whatever for either the collection 
or-delivery of correspoudence. Surely places 
such as Pokfolum and Aberdeen might at least 
have a pillar box. 

Secondly, for what occult reason does the 
Hongkong Post Office depart from the practice 
prevailing in most civilised countries aud decline 
to deliver parcels at the addressees’ residences P 
‘The only possible reason one can think of (he- 
yond that of saving the department - trouble) is 
the fear that they might be stolen by the post- 
man. Obviously the way to yuard aguinst this 
is to employ men on higher pay, giving sub- 
stantial security for this work, as is done in 
India. Those of your readers who have lived 
in that country will probably be able to assuage 
any fears the Postmaster-General may feel 
on the snbject. The present practice undoubt- 
edly causes a good deal of delay and incon- 
venience to many of us. 

Perhaps attention might also be directed to 
the somewhat curious hours—uoon and 4 p.m. 
—for delivery at the Peak. It would be difficult 
to understand how the convenience of the resi- 
dents can possibly be served by the selection of 
such hours as these. I would suggest 7.30 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. as more suitable, the former delivery 
being delayed in cases where the mail bus ar- 

rived at or passed Gap Rock by 7 o'clock. 

-  T can hardly close this letter without advert- 
ing on the very dirty condition of some of the 
pillar boxes, which would be considered discredit- 
able in a bankrupt South American republic. 
Surely an extra coat of paint all round would 
not ruin the Post Office. Why, also, are not 
the pillar boxes provided with slips showing the 
time: of next delivery. There may of course be 
very satisfactory and sufficient reasons for the 
above deficiencies of the local Post: Office,—even 
for the disreputable condition of certain pillar 
boxes. All I can say is that these reasons, if 
they exist, do not commend themselves to the, 
perhaps, somewhat obtise intelligence of an 


OUTLANDER. 
‘Hongkong, 3rd Angust, 1896. 


The Secretary of the Pancont Mining Co., 
Limited, advises us that he has received the 
following telegram from-the Mine, being the 
result of the July clean-ap :-—“ The inill ran 27 
days crus!ing 1,100 tons-of ore yielding 515 ozs. 


* of smelted gold, sixty tons of concentrates 
 - calcined y:elding 84 ozs. of gold. ‘ a 


FR NCH DESIGNS ON THE CHI- 
NESE CUSTOMS SER VICE. . 


__ 
"We ‘translate the following article from the 
Courrier d’ Haiphong :— 


When the Chinese Imperial Customs Service 
was established the administration was entrusted 
to three directors—an Englishman, a French- 
man, and an American. They represented the 
countries which had first signed treaties with 
China, and they protected the interests of their 
nationals in order to maintain the balance of 
the privileges that these treaties conferred upon 
them. Very snon, however, in consequence of 
numerous incidents, the office of director fell 
into the hands of a single high fanctionary, the 
English director. Needless to say, he used all 
his efforts to secure the preponderance for 
his nationals, who obtained the greatest 
number and the most important of the 
appointments. Other nations having afterwards 

orne relations with China, they were also 
lowed to place a certain number of their sub- 
jects in the Imperial Customs Service. Germany 
especially has profitted by this privilege, and 
has seut to China men of sterling merit. 
every one knows, France greatly contributed 
to the opening of China to foreigh trade, 
and she had s right to preserve a pre- 
ponderant position in the Customs Service- 
However, her nationals to-day figure on'y 
in the fourth rank and with rare ex- 
ceptions they occupy only inferior positions. 
The English, the Americans, the Germans have 
taken possession of the most important and 
most lucrative appointmenta.:- Jt is only re- 
cantly—perhaps on account of the important 
part played by France in the events that followed 
the China-Japan. war—that the Inspector- 
General has seemed to care to appoint a French- 
man to an important post, that of Commis- 
sioner. It has been known all along that 
the Inspector-General sought only to taconite 
his own countrymen. However, we cannot 
blame him, himself an Englishman, for having 
systematically overlooked the Frenchmen. 
France is responsible for her own indifference. 
What has she done to combat English influence ? 
Has she even tried to maintain her privileges 
in China? While many young men well 
educated and energetic, from the best schools 
in England, America, and Germany, seek to 
ewploy their education in the Chinese Customs 
Service, where they expect some time to attain 
to magnificent situations which are veritable 
sinecures, Frenchmen prefer to serve in the 
administration of their own country with 
émoluments that are often ridiculously small. 
The young Frenchman of to-day has a 
scientific and practical education which com- 
pares favourably with that of the graduates 
of Oxford or Harvard. Why does he not 
fry to find, and why does his country 
not aid him in finding, lucrative employment 
abroad, thus contributing to angment the in- 
fluence which his country wishes to acquire ? \ 

The present Inspector-General of the Chi- 
nese Customs is, it is said, fatigued physically 
and mentally. He would have left his heavy 
task long ago had he not feared to be replaced 
by: some one other than a countryman. A rumour 
is in circnlation that M. von Brandt returned 
to China solely to solicit the succession for M. 
Huart, but as M. von Brandt is himself ina 


| precarious state of health. conjectures of all 


kinds are indulged in. Now, France cannot 
remain either indifferent or inactive in tha 
struggle which is approaching. At present 
she is hardly represented at all in the Customs 
service, iticacti that is.in China, after the 
Consular Service, the most important Service 
for foreigners. China is organising herself 
and it would not be surprising if she 
decided to employ a larger number of for- 
eigners--in her divers: administrations. In 
return fer the services which France has ren- 
dered to her it would be easy for our Minister 


; to secure the appointment of a large'number of 


our nationals.-: In the meantime, let France, as 
before, have a voice in the direction of the 
Customs. If only one man is required at the 
head of the service it would be well to secure. 
that there should be associated with him an 
Administrative Council formed ofthe Ministers 
of the countries having treaties with China. 
In Tonkin complaints -are made of the 
plethora of functionaries ; Chine is at hand |: 


ken Mandarin: - Theke i othing® 

ese gentlemen -acquiring: eye 
indispensable - qualifications, <e 
themselves by practice. «China is é 
sympathetic towards Frenchmen. 
by this disposition? “Before lox 
os ernment will baye need: of foreigiers=tor 
her Customs, Postal, and Telegraph: Services; 
perhaps even for her internal ’ sdminustenie 
A large number of. Erenehe 
find there em 7 ie 

y 


abilities. On will is s required 


->—- % 
“Poking, ‘7th uly, ak 
A short time nae * en official Chinese. National 
Bank was projected by Dr. Yung ‘Wing; ths | = me 
capital of which was to be ten inilhions: of tacks: 
provided by the Board of Revenue. "This schenie 
has fallen through. The Russo-Chinese ‘Bank 


auspices was presented to the Chinesa’ Gx 
ment. The matter was referred to. the Yea 
Revenue. It was intended that: beni 
should collect taxes, coin money, issue... 
make loans, and, in short, transact throu Baie 
the Empire all Government business ec 
scheme reminds us sdinewhat of thé -ealebrated 
one of Mitkiewics which Li Hung-chang igo: . 
foolishly sanctioned a few years ago: Te wae, 
of course, doomed -to failure, its .octopus:lik 
grasp embracing too much. The hand ‘that, 
would grasp too much is in danger of losing’ all 
The idea of starting a non-official Bank met. 
with some éncouragement and the idea is. not. 
abandoned, oo. in sin abeyance at present. The 
Deutsch- Asia next essayed to secure... 
the concession a a petition to this effect and:: 
embracing very much the terms of the. Russo. : 
Chinese Bank was presented to thé Board of" © 
Revenue, but it too was rejected. The Jat’ 
attempt is that of -an American Syndicate. ; 
the assistance of the projector of the 7 official Bank, 
and backed up it is said by the former ‘Chinese: 
Minister to the United States who is one.of ‘the 
Vice-Presidents of the Board. ot Revere, 
it is reported. that it is likely ‘to sucooed. ; Tt: 
would have fcre:gners in its employ who,would: 
be distributed ail over China. - Buch h 8:80 18; 
looks favourable. The United States Legation 
is doing all within its power, as is ‘natural, to; 
assist this Syndicate ofits nationals, and: they. 7 
have an able. advocate and friend’ in-H-K... 
Chang Yin-huan, who is both a’ ‘Min e 
;the Foreign Office and an official of” the. 
of Revenue. Dr. Yung Wing has | 
guest during his stay at the capital. 
The Government is in such‘a. sta 
pecuniosity that the Board of Revei 
casting about to see whether they’ 
another loan, say of some‘ 
on the security of the rem 
revenue, and also some five milli tee 
the internal reverives of the count 
security of the Board of Revenue. 
was brought before the Busso-Chin 
which was willing to negotiate the Idan; 
them in the above order. The ma 
on -being referred home®. vas: 
contract with the Hongk 
Gene Banks for 


ernment contractin ze 


that loan been made in 

would ‘have been free to- makean 
the autumn, but as the: ‘Syndicat 
clause of the contest hot 


and. . , 


* “Both vessels anchored, 


. CHINA OVERLAND TRADE 


rearket 
can Netiorial Chinése"Bank if established should 
be‘éble. fo moet China's pecuniary difficulties. 
. We-understand tho arrangement is as*good as 
~ sottléd, if‘not definitely so.—N. C.. Daily News 
sorrespondent. aS Se 4s 


THE “STRATHESK” DISABLED. 
HEROIC CONDUCT OF THE OFFICERS ON 
ey THE “PAOTING.” 
a a Shanghai, 27th July. 
’-The steamer Paoting, Captain Gyles, arrived 
here yesterday from Swatow, having towed the 
> steamer Strathesk from 20 min. S.E. of Patche- 
‘ kok to Woosung. It was a terrible job, the two 
ships. seamen parting company, and the 
crews working night and day, from the 24th to 
the 26th, both days included. A mountainous 
typhoon swell prevailed, and both ships were 
rolling rails under water. 
- We regret that want of time and space compel 
- ns to give only a comparatively bare statement of 
facta, with a very slight allusion to the heroic 
conduct of the captain and his officers, though 
their praiseworthy perseverance, in apite of seem- 
ingly insurmountable difficulties, is deserving 
of something more than mere mention. The 
Paoting first.sighted the Strathesk in company 
with another s er, which proved to be the 
Norwegian steamer Normandie, Capt. Berg, and 
which was standing by to render assistance to the 
istré vessel in case of emergency. The two 
vessels were at anchor, and the Strathesk was 
flying signals of distress. The captain of the 
aoting, in spite of the mountainous sea that 
was running at the time, offered to tow the 
Strathesk in, as it was ascertained that she had 
lost all the blades of ber propeller in the late 
typhoon. Captain Gyles’s offer was accepted, 
and a ¢+inch wire hawser and 6-inch Manila 
hawser were attached to the Strathesk’s cable. 
At 7.30 pm. the Paoting commenced to go 
ahead, but at 2.30 a.m. the tow-lines carried 
away. The-Paoting anchored and stood by till 
morning. The next efforts to tow were futile, 
on acount of the heavy sea that was running. 
Success finally attended the untiring efforts of 
the Paotiyg's officers and another start was 
made, the cable, however, again parting 
at 9.30 am. and an examination show- 
ing that the eye had drawn away where 
-jt. was made fast to the Strathesk’s cable. 
and it was decided to 
take ‘Strathesk’s cable on board the 
Paoting. At this stage, however, the Chinese 
crew became mutinons, and it was only by the 
exercise of great patience and persuasion that 
they could be got to work again at all, the officers 
even then having to do all the dangerous work. 
Finally, the cable was got on board, after the 
utmost difficulty had been experienced. At 4 
.m. the vessels proceeded and at 1.45 a.m. yes- 
rday they arrived at Woosung without further 
accident. After the Strathesk had anchored, the 
Paoting swung and fouled her stern, driving in 
the Paoting’s mooring chocks, bat no other 
serious - accident resulted. Too much cannot 


be said in praise of this heroic deed, and we would | 


estimable service rendered by Captain Gyles and 
his gallant officers be made.— Mercury. 


Vis PEKING. 
20th July. 

Tho-funeral of the mother of the Emperor 
took place on Saturday, the eighteenth of July. 
The procession started about eight o'clock from 
the new ce of the late Seventh Prinog in 
the northern: part of the city, to which the 
young’ Emperor had gone after his morning 
audiences and the discharge of public business. 
~First to go out of the north-west city gate 
was a long row. of outriders and runnors as in 
any, ordinary official or Imperial procession. 
Then camo the yellow covered chair of the 
Emporor, carried by twenty-four bearers. The 
mipéror--was dressed in dark gauze, rather 
an in-white cotton. Behind this chair was 
- the sedai-chair carrying the only surviving 
brother, Prince Kung. Besides:these two there 
‘were no other sedan chairs, = =. .% 


at the hills. 
‘suggest some substantial recognition of the in- | 


Lie ae 


“a 


REPORT. 
Later on in about half an hour came the 


magnificent hearse, covered in red and green 
and .yellow satin, two tiers high. Behind this 


.| came two sedan-chairs, in one ‘of which was the. 
@ dead season. The New Ameri-. ¥ 


tablet. Behind these there were lead first an’ 
eagle, then a dog, and then two or three camels, 
as going forih to hunt in ancient times, to seize 
the birds, rabbits, and other objects gn the 
as Later on in the procession came the 
long row of men on mule-back and a few in 
sedan-chairs, . 

The place of burial is to the west of the 
aoe palace, ina beautiful spot among the 


Each day the Emperor has~continued to 
preside over the affairs of state, only dis- 
charging the ceremonies of the home after tho 
duties of the Empire have been performed. 

’ The young Emperor did not look any more 
sad as he rode forth to the burying-ground than 
he usually does, for he always fooks sad and 
gloomy. There is nothing bright in his life, 
and uneasy indeed is the head that here wears 
the crown. One consolation, he has less fears 
than the young Czar of all the Russias. He is 
also more of a fatalist. . 

About the day of the great ceremonies, the 
President of the Board of Ceremonies, Li Hung- 
tsao, asked for farther leave of absence of fifteen 
days. He had another slight stroke of apoplexy, 
and while able to think clearly, he finds it diffi- 
cult to talk. The foreign-trained physician, Dr. 
Tsao, has withdrawn from the case. He failed 
to “hitch on” well with the Chinese-trained 
doctors, neither’ did he altogether suit the 
wishes of the sick man. At present there are 
some ten native doctors looking after’ the 
welfare of the old man. Probably no official in 
Peking would be more missed by the Chinese 
than this aged official, if he should be taken 
away. He has a sincere interest in the pre- 
servation of the Empire, and though a con- 
servative in former years, he is now inclined to 
adopt new methods of reform, if he can only be 
assured they are really sound and safe. 

The distinguished English railroad speculator, 
George Wilson, has left for England. The 
American, Mr. Bash, has left for Shanghai, 
and the Austro-American, Adolph Spitzel, has 
also returned to Shanghai. 

With the disappearance of these men others 
come to take their places, Mr. Marty, the much 
esteemed and capable Frenchman from Tonkin, 
and the owner of the steamship lines in that 
saath is here on private business relating to 
some losses incurred through Chinese action. 
He is one of the most noted collectors of coins 
and curios out here in the East. 


A member of Ferbis and Co. represent- 
ing Barlow has arrived. Mr. Spitzel, the 
agent for another company for building ships 
and gunboats, failed to get his plans before the 
Government. One cruiser, we understand, has 
been promised Admiral Dualop as agent for 
Armstrong. But more are planned for. What, 
however, does China want oF ships? She needs 
first of all thoroughly trained, men, or the 
expenditure will go to nought, as before. 
Where are the men -capable of manning or 
caring for the ships ? 


Nearly all the Foreign Ministers are away 
The British and the American 
are living in the same temple, as the Russian 
secured the one formerly occupied by the 
British Legation. This period of resting has 
come as a relief to the tired Chinese Ministers. 


Very rarely do any of them, save Chang 


Yin-huen, appear at the Tsungli Yamen. 
Foreign affairs are regarded as the most im- 
portant of all affairs, but it is no relish to these 
men to be continually placed in a position of 
assenting to all sorts of demands of the active 
representatives from abroad. 

One of the new complications is with both 
France and Ge.many. This is due to the 
rebellion which arose in the northern part of 
Kiangsu and extended into the southern part of 
Shantung. In the former province are the 
French fathers and in the latter are the Germans. 
The latter are by, far the more aggressive. In 
fact, we judge thby are the most energetic and. 
aggressive of all the Catholic missionaries in 
China Starting with only five or six 


~ 


the capable Bishop Anser. Bishop, we 


“have heard, has already come to Poking to de- 


4 
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‘The officials :from™ 


riests’ 
there are now more than twenty, over whom is: 


mand redress, thougli of thif'we « 


positively. 


SS, 


tung report that trouble 
snd all is ‘peace. - F 


is reported 
different rooms, and 


ways With a 
side. 


He had no mercy: for the 


more than once was his life sought. For his 
be're- 


daring and just administration he will 
warded.— Mercury correspondent. : 


' HONGKONG. : 

= - ts: 
The most violent typhoon that has visited the’ 

colony since 1874 intruded itself upon us ‘Tas 
Wednesday night. At one period the hourly 
velocity of the wind was 108 miles, but thanks 
to timely. warning of the approach of the storm 
most of the shipping in the barton? sought safe 
shelter, while residents made ample preparations 
for their protection. The damage done, how-. 
ever, was very seriows, and unfortunately ‘it 
transpired yesterday that altogether fifty tures 
lives have been lost in the vicinity of 
the harbour. On Thursday a meeting ‘of 
the Sanitary Board was= held, and ‘on 
the following day the shareholders in the 
Hongkong, Canton, and Macao Steambcat 
Company held thir half-yearly meeting. The 

prize distribution at the Belilios Public School 
took place on Friday. © ae 
We are glad to hear that Miss McIntosh is 


now out of danger-and is expected to make a 
rapid recovery. ; 
Owing to indisposition His Honour the Chief 
Justice was unable to preside at the distribution 
of prizes at the Belilios Public School on Friday. - 
_ On the 31st July two bodies were picked’ 
in the sea near T'simsatshui.- It is probable 
they were those of persons who lost their lives 
during the typhoon. : 
- Two more lots of land north of MacDonnell 
Road are advertised for sale. We believe all 
the land for some distance between Kennedy. 
Road and MacDonnell Road at thé: western end 
has now been applied for, and building in ‘that 
locality on an extensive scale will soon be. in 
progress. : < 
The popularity of Dr. Marques in Hongkong 
was again strongly testified on Sunday. Sinoe 
his retirement from the Government ‘service 
the doctor has been the recipient of many hand. — 
some tokens of the deeply rooted. affection which 
hundreds of residents in the colony have ‘for 
him, and when it was known that the kind 
hearted doctor was going to Macao to live with 
his father for a short period prior to proceeding 
to Europe to further pursue his studies it was 
resolved to specially charter a steamer and to 
acompany hin to his father's residence. A 
committee was formed consisting of the follow- 
ing gentlemen :—Messrs. L. J. Xavier (Presi- 
dent), A. J. V. Ribeiro (Vice-President), G. A. 
Yvanowich (Secretary), R. R. Robarts (Trea- 
surer), R. M. de Souza, J. C. da Cunha, E. 
H. d'Aquino, E. Tse-Yat, Ng Fuk Shang, 
W. Quincey, A. R. Madar, J. D. Remedios, 
Leung Yun Po, F. X. V. Ribeiro, A.M. © 
R. Pereira, A. A. H. Botelho, J. M. jRe- 
medios, F. O. Ozorio, F. d’A. J. Menezes.” 
Subscriptions were readily forthcoming and’on _ 
Sunday morning ‘over four hundred. of! tho” 
doctor's friends assembled on‘the’*Honanviand™* ~ 
accompanied him to Macao. He met with an 
exceptionally warm reception both on: boarding 
the boat in Hongkong and on arrival at Macao, 
and there were thunders of applause and much - 
firing of crackers when-he reached his father’s 
house. The trip was -most enjoyable -4 
band on board played many capital sel 
of music, one of which, “Pereira Marques,’ 
been specially composed for the occasion 
complimentary speeches.were made-:on the way 
and also at Macao, and general regret/:was 
expressed at the departure from Hongkong 
of a man. who has proved himself to, 
sympathetically disposed " towards.. any 


nee of advice and assistance, " 


s body of Captain Norman Jay, who was 
din the harbour whilst.an attempt was 
eing made to rescue him from his schooner, 


3 uchoufu, during the typhoon.on Wed- 
fea. ge ; chai 


was washed ashore at Wan on 
‘friday afternoon. The interment tok place 


aturday. SS 
. At nine o'clock on the morning of the 29th 
‘aly about a hundred gamblers perched them- 
elves on the top of a house in Queen’s Road 
West, erected an awning, and gat. down to a 
guiet game at fantan. The sport was in the 
nost interesting stage when the police swooped 
down and made twenty-five arrests. The re- 
mainder got away scot free by making hasardous 
Jeaps from the roof. 
‘faken to the Police Station and shortly after- 

‘wards fined $3 each by the Magistrate. 
” “We have had a visit from MM. L. Leroy and 
HH, oh ieee French journalists who left 
Marseilles in January, 1895, on a voy round 
the world, without a cent in their pockets and 
relying solely on their journalistic labours to 
defray their travelling expenses, in which they 
have thus far been entirely successful, They 
‘ to visit Canton and Macao and then go 
§ ‘on to Shanghai, and after seeing something of 
i ‘China to proceed homewards via Japan and 
‘America. Messrs. Leroy and Papillaud must 
2s not be classed with the individuals who under- 
take to show how easy it is to travel round the 
: world by imposing on steamship agents and 
begging while on shore. Our French friends 
pay as they go and work for every cent they 
gt. They publish a high-class journal entitled 
Route,— Redaction et Administration : 
Dans le Monde "—in which they give an ac- 
count of their travels, with very excellent 
illustrations. This journal is printed.in French 
‘and in the language of the country in which 
they happen to be at the time a number appears. 
The Indian numbers were printed in English, 
French, and Guzerati; and. that published in 
Tonkin bas a page in Chinese. As will be 
seen from the time they have been on their 
. journey. they have made 5 stoppages at some 
pone bat their visit to Hongkong will only 
- be a short one, as they intend leaving for the 
north by the first steamer after their return 

from Canton and Macao. 


: COMMERCIAL. 
TEA. 

. Canton, 28th July.—Macao Congous.—Tran- 

ie gactions ‘during the past fortnight.are reported 
at 4,000 bores at Tls. 11} to Tls. 16} per picul. 
The demand, although greater than the previcus 
fortnight, has not been general, and prices have 

; ruled in favour of buyers. For Australia and 
the Continent business has been very much 
restricted, and the market closes quiet. Scented 
Caper.—There has been rather more doing dur- 
itig the period under review, settlements amount- 
ing to 14,0) boxes at Tis. 94 to Tis. 24 per picul, 
making a total of 100,000 boxes, against 138,000 
bores up tothe same date last year. Prices for 
Good Medium and Fine ‘eas have again ruled 
easier, but the lower grades shew no alteration. 
Scenting flower continues to be very scarce, and 
shipments are considerably curtailed on that 
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they are not forcing sales, as they anticipate a 


reach London. 
-Haxrow, 27th July.—Business reported sin 


’ the 13th instant is as under :— : 


The following are statistics 
with the corresponding circular last season :— 
Hankow Tea. 189 1895 

Settlements ...5645,816 4-chts. © 

Shipments to ; 

Shanghai on 


" Native acet.. 7,510 ,, 6,459, 
~ Bock... ee 62,493, 42,691 
- Arrivala,.......616,819 ,, 711,585 4 


: 7 
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The defendants were |- 


account. Large stocks are held by natives, but. 


_ good demand ag soon as the first shipments. 


1896. 1895. ° 
Settlements ... 30,747 4-chts. 27,092 4-chta. 
Shipments to 
a Shanghai on 
e. Native acct.. 1,683  ,, 9,906 5, 
Consisting of the following Teas :— 
; per picul. 
Ningchows... 3,051 4-chts. at Tis. 9.00 to 18.C0 
Khemuus ... 617__—=Cs, 5 18.80 to 14.50 
woesss 7,830 ~=Cs, + 4.70 to 22.00 
Oonams ...... 11,932  s, is 7.65 to 22.00 
Oonfaas ...... 206 5, a3 9.60 to 26.00 
ee 71 4 16.50 to — 


at date compared 


662,435 |-chts. 


et teete fe Bien te 25 3. 
bo pi Tc isa Br Pate re ee 


+ 


Kiukiang Tea. “189657 > 
Settlements ...252,023 3-chts. 
Shipments to 
Shanghai on 


Native acct.. 1,795 . nil. “Shekloong;;Noz 

| Stoel veces BTI4 1800 doe ane 
Arrivals......... 275.552, 317,064 ,, | HhextopngiD 1s 
s SD, ———, S: 2 i. 


The entire basiness to date as compared with Swalge seins 


the corresponding circalar last year is as under :— , 
< 1895. 


For London and - 1896 : do. ine Bp. 
America Sati ewe 234,000 §-chts. 223,000 4-chts. | Soochow Sugar Cand 
For Russia ...... 563,889 ,, 728; » |Shekloong = is 
797.839 . ., 961,729 MISCELLANEO 


The American ‘ship Sir 
York, 24th July,~took :—' 


EXPORT OF TEA FROM CHINA TO GREAT 


BRITAIN. : 100 casks Soy, 77: cases Bla 
1896-97 1893-96 |.Chinaware, 30 bales Rati 
lbs. . Ibe. |.ages Merchandise, 


Canton and Macao ...... 2,184,258 2,998,796 


“The steamer Palawan, Hongkon 


Shanghai and Hankow...12,038,406 11,480,835 =e: : =: 
Foochow ...... teevaave asbeate 509, / 26th July, took :—t10 bales*: 
++10-8, 076,760 _7,509,600 Canes, 190 ‘rolls -M ats, 160 
; eases Copper Gongs, 37: 
: 20,149,422 21,987,440 | SOS Roa Sticke: Bl oa 
EXPORTS OF TEA FROM CHINA TO 6 cases Tea, 6 cases ! 
‘. ODESSA. 
1896-97 1895-96 
: Ibs. Ibs. 
Shanghai and Hankow ...18,608,898. 26,676,398 


EXPORT OF TEA FROM CHINA TO UNITED 
STATES AND CANADA. 


1896-97 1895-96 | 10 cases Paper; { 
; . Ibs. Ibs 329 boxes Camphor, 35 . 
Shanghai ....... Baca daictets Soe 2,459,775 8,104,571 | Haman Hair, 26 cases B 
AMO .scccsccessseseevecsscee ae 8,099,777 5,028,581 | Silks, and 45 bales Canes ; for Ha 
Foochow ...... 0 cecescessees 1,181,222 1,608,212 | burg option London :—1!82' cases 
- - bores Camphor, 
6,690,774. 14,736,364 |- Bamboo, 10 cases 


EXPORT OF TEA FROM JAPAN TO UNITED 
STATES AND CANADA. 


1 ried 1895-96 
. bs. Ibs. Bristles, 650 boxes Campbor, 8° cases ‘Silks;'4 
petonnae deh cveweacavucases 10,978,685 16,693,165 | cases Human Hair, 26 bales Rattan “Shaving;;30 | 
OBE... sssseeseeserseesae sarees 8,180,870 6,007,908 | packages Rattanware, $07 rolls Matting, 3% ait at 
Gas. cas Teasticks, 80 cases Fans, 21 cases Chinaware,’ 4 
14, 455 22,611,618 packaged Canes, 23 packages Sundries i and: 4 
SILK. ‘packages Tea ; for Hamburg option London i=-10 


_SHaneuat, 80th July.—(From Mr. A. B. Bur- 
kill’s circular)—London advicea are to 28th 
current; they quote Gold Killings 8/44, Blue 


casks Ginger, and 40 cases Ginger; for Brew: 
—500 cazeg Tea; for Copenhagen :-—4 c : 
; for New York 320 


Rattan = furni AO rg = ail 


Elephant 10/6, and the Market “quiet.” Raw Essential Qil. ae 
Siik.—The absolute indifference of buyers ia begin- | “ : oe oe 
ning to have effect. and there bas been some weak- The P. & O. steamer Pekin, Hongkong: to” 


ness amongst holders during the week ; they have | Glasgow, 80th July, took :—1 case Cigars; for. 3 
not, however, as yet made up their minds to face | London :—88 cases Chinaware, 9 cases silk Piece 
the terms on which business could become current, | Goods, 75 bales Raw Silk, 6520 boxes. Tea (Ibs. 
and again I have to advise very small transactions. | 10.920 Congou).; for France :—365 bales Raw 
‘T'satlees.—Only 10 bales have been settled, Bird | Silk; for Milan :—80 bales Raw ‘Silk ; “Yor - 
Chun Ling at Tle. 405. Hangchows.—2u bales | Trieste :—300 packages Tea. : - 
fre reported sold at Tis. 340 for Pagoda Tinghow. —— 
‘Taysaams.—Green Kahing M have been booked 
at ‘I'ls. 3424, and some “ Lie” Skeins at Tls. 275. 
Arrivals as per Customs Returns from 23rd to 29th 
July, 1,365 bales White, 42 piculs Yellow, and 23 | 
piculs Wild Silks. The export of Steam Filatures 
to date is:—l'o London 2 bales, Continent 281 
bales, and America 121 bales. Waste Silk.—The 
only business doing is in-odd lots of old season's 
material. Arrivals are small. Pongeee.—Small | to report; rates remain unchanged. Closing. quo- 
transactions in Shantangs at Tis. 2.60 at 3.10 for | tations are as follows :— y es jefe 
ec 


OPIUM. 

Honexone; ith August.—Bengal.—There has 
been a rise in prices, and the market continues 
atendy at the close. Closing quotations are $705 
for New Patna, $715 for Old- Patna, $720. for 
New Benares, and $720 for Old Benares. ea 

Malwa.—There has been hardly any -change 


21 to 43 cz. goods, and at Tis. 2.6) at 2.65 for 22) New ......s00 +780 with all’ance of ts 
oz. and 25 yards; also in Honan Pongees at Tis. Old (2]5 haan oo ” 4 tol, 
4.70 for 28/30 oz. goods 19 in. by.19 yards. " £ Qld (GAO yra.).3760 » 4 te? » 


Persian.—Market remains steady. Closing 
quotations are $55u to §590 for Oily, and*$560'to - 


EXPORT OF SILK FROM CHINA AND 
$645 for Paper. Wrapped. 


JAPAN TO EUROPE. 


1896-97 1895-96 | To-day’s stocks are estimated as under:— ~ 
2 bales. bales. New Patnaeecervecvvceroccerscosaces woeendy LOO chests. 
Canton sicsocecccccsssesseeree 5,623 2,887 |. Old Path ...ccccccssccesseree acceeeees “190 os 
Shanghai ... seseoee 4,816 12,883 | New Bemares.......cccccssssesececeesoesss 290 oy 
Yokobama.....ssssseesceeseees 103 $60 |} Old Benares: .. a. 
Malwa. ....seccaes a 
10,446 16,180 
EXPORT OF SILK FROM CHINA AND JAPAN 
TO AMERICA. 7 
1896-97 1895-86 PATNA. 
bales. bales. | pars. : 
Canton ........00 Seseees cone 812 2,849 
Shanghai .............ccceeee 280 2,086 
Yokohama... ssesccosssceee 62 876 | 1896.” 
. ees - ——aa 
604 5,261 | July. 30} 6973 
July 31} 695° 
CAMPHOR, : Aug. 1 


700 4:7134 
Honexona, 4th August.—The market is not so | Aug. 2) 700.- 

strong aslast reported. Quotations for Formosa Aug. 38/° 700 
are £44.50 to $45.00: Daring the past -week | Aug.‘ 4 
‘sales have been 100 piculs. ‘ eave 
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gy 


oe, per pical. 
“LpaseceenreG2e20 0 2,22 
ity” 2.50 to 2.52 


, No.2... 2.22 to 2.24 
“No. 1 23.72.71 to 2.73 
eccccorscretsecsecss 2699 CO 2.98 
Fine Ca 7 8.31 to 3.8t 
in eee ell im 
MISCELLANEOUS IMPORTS. 
Honexone, 4th Auguet.—Amongst the sales 


_reported are the following :— 
ge NARS gAS 


sp Prece Goop::—Bombay Yarn.—440 
or 10 at $71.75 to $75, 205 bales No. 12 


"ba 
_ ‘at'$78:60 to $80, 265 bales No. 16 at $56-to §91, 


¥,045 Bales No. 20 at $92 to $96. Grey Shirtings.— 
800 pieces &} lbs. Red Joss at $2.55, 750 pieces 10 


lbs. Blae 5 Men ut $3.73, 800 pieces Blue Peach 
eat 


($8.80; 250. pieces 10 lbs. Bue 7 Roya at $8.15, 
“800 “pieces :8} lbs. Blue Crab at $2.32}. White 
Shirtifige.—1,000 pieces 48 Reed at $2.10, 750 


+ pieces Red Dragon Reed at $2.10. T. Cloths.— 
» ~ 750 pieces 7 Ibs. Mexican + Stags at $2.10, 3,750 


pieces 7 lbs, Mexican Bed Stag at $2.25. Drills.— 
160 pieces 16 Ibs. Large Eagle at $5.15. 
- Merata :~-Tin.—100 slabs Foongehai at $33. 


‘SHanoHay, 80th Jaly.—(From Messrs. Noél, 
-Marray & Co.’s Piece Goods Trade report.)— 
“It is not an casy mutter to write much this week 

about the import market, as importers have 
entered few;.or no gales in their books, for the 
simple reason that there is nodemand. The few 
tran-actions that, however, do appear show there 
is no tendency towards Jower prices, but this no 


_ doubt is “due to the action of dealers, who are 


doing very well with their stocks at the Outports 


and it is totheir interest to maintain rates here. | 


The news of the week from the Outports does not 
amount to mach, except perhaps from Tientsin, 
whence we hear of the continued trouble of get- 


‘ting .goods up the Peibo from Taku. . At first 
this may appear to Importera to be a serious 


puisance, bat on considcration it is doubtful if 


_, itis eo, a8 it prevents an accumalation of stocks 


at Tientgin and thus tends to lessen the off-take 
_ into the interior, which at present is being made 
in a very satisfactory manner. trom Newchwang 
advices continue satisfactory and it is said Drille 


_ and Sheeting+ are wanted there, but this is 


scarcely borne out here. to judge how clearances 


‘of these goods are being made. There is no 
’ change to report about Ningpo, while Szechuen 


and.the River Porta remain very quiet. | 
Metalsa.—(From Messrs. Alex. Bielfeld & Co.'s 
report.)—Sist July.—Business is what we may 


term dull in the extreme, in fact there is scarcely . 


any business whatever doing worth recording. 
Natives continue to complain of the absence of 
demand from consuming districts, where stocks are 
rted toremain exceptionally heavy. hier | 
speaking, metals have continued dull and neglecte 
and although stocks are very much restricted, and 
in‘matty cases not in proportion to requirements, 
it-wou'd-be a vain-attempt to form any decided 
‘opinion.as to developments in the near future. 
dead is reported -firmer at home, and cargo “to 
arrive’ cannot be done under Tle. 6.25, while 
Spot” L.B. is selling here at Tls. 5.10; the same 
remarks hold good about Copper and Yellow 
Metal Sheathing. . 


however, ° 


ationals are enquired for at 
t we have heard of no sales. 
China Traders have 


eg 
ol 


|. IndoChing 8. 
Wanchai Wareh’se Co, 
Watson & Co,; A, 8 oes 
CHATER & 


? 


aF¥.. 


and more sharesare obtainable at the rate. China 
Mutuals continue neglected without business. , - 

REeFingeres.—China Sugars have continued 
weak at $106 with small sales; at $105, however, 
shares are wanted; but arenot obtainable. Luzons 
have been done at $663, closing with sellers at $67. 

Mrinina.—Punjoms have continued - very 
oe and we have only small sales at $144 and 

144 to report; market closes with buyers at the 
former rate. The July clean up gave 599 oz. 
gold from crushings and calcinings; result of 
cyanide clean up is not yet to hand. All other 
Mining stock has ruled very dull and we have 
heard of no business. 

Docks, WHARVES, AND Gopowns.—Hong- 
kong and Whampoa Docks have further im- 
proved their position after more sales at 191 
and 192 percent. prem. Shares are wanted at 
the latter rate and probably a point higher 
could .be< obtained; holders, however, .do not 
appear at all anxious to part. Kowloon 

es have been negotiated at $54 and $534, 
closing firm at former rate. Wanchais remain 
neglected and unchanged. 

Lanps, HorTens, aND Buripines.—Hong- 
kong -Lands have continued to rule firm and 
sales have been effected at $734 and $74 ex 
dividend, market closing firm at latter rate: 
Hotels have improved to $29 with sales and 
buyers. West Points have changed hands 
at $17; but more shares are wanted at the rate. 
Humphreys have been negotiated at $9 in 
fair lots. ; 

MIsceELLANEous.—Green Islands have 
found buyers at $17} and $174, Watsons at 
$124 closing with buyers, and Fenwicks at $27. 
We have nothing further to report under this 


g. 3 
Closing quotations are as follows :— 


CoMPARy. Pap UP.) QUOTATIONS. 

Banks— | $366}, bayers 
Hongkong & 8’hai...! 
China & Japan, prt.’ 
Do. rdi a 


Hongkong & C. Gas ... 
Hongkong Electric ... 
H. H.L,) WAYS ... 
Hongkong Hotel ...... 
Hongkong Ice 

H. & K. Wharf & G... 


110, buyers 
_1$6.80, eal. & buyers 
6 


$79, sales . 
330, sales & buyers 

Tls. 195, ‘sellers 

$27, sales & buyers 


$235, sellers 
$1464, sales 


DS oe cess concen eee LOS 


$72, sales & buyers 
£3, sellers 

£8.10, sales & sellers 
$85, sales & sellers 
$32.75, ex. d. sal. & a 


$15 
N 3 £10 _ 


VEEBNON, Share 


| part of the week: doolinod. to $65 with sales |g. 


at : 
premium. ‘he market is now-re 
shares have been sold at )89 per. 
National Bavk. shares -are “0 
Bank of China and Japan shared ‘are ‘negle 
Shipping.—There is no change to reports: =I 
China 8. N. shares are weak-with sellers,{’ Dé 
—Shares in Boyd & Co. have _been.:s0 
‘Tle. 197§ ex div.-of Tis. 15, paid on the? 206 

; at. 

‘Tradérs’ 


ee 


shar a a 


are offering at $235: -Yanga 
pliced locally at $143 and to Hong 
cash, at $144 for-August, -andt “H 
the same date at $150, and for ’S 


‘at $180, $1474, $149 and $150,: Straits shares 


have changed hands at $z64. Fire Insarancé.— 
Hongkongs were placed to Hongkong at. $832$ 
and $330. There are buyers there at the lower 
rate. Chinas were sold at $95, but a forééd 
sole was made at $93, at which shares. are 
wanted. Wharves.—Shanghai' and Hongkew 
Wharf shares were placed at Tis. 125, and are 
offering. Hongkong and Kowloon Wharf and 
Godown shares are wanted at’ $52},. and offer- 
ing at $54. Cargo Boate.—The Shanghai Cargo 
Boot Co, has declared an interim dividend -of 
7 per cent., payable on the 5th proximo, and the 
Co-operative Cargo Boat an interim dividénd 
of 4 per cent., payable on ths same date. Sugars. 


—Perak Sugars have changed hands at ‘Tlz..43. | 
China Sugar Refining shares have beéu soldat - 


$108 and $107 cash, and for 31st O-tober-at-$110. 
Luzon Sugar Refining shares were: placed -to 
Hongkong at $68, ani are wanted. Lands.-- 
Shanghai Land Investment shares weré placed 
at $78.80. Hongkong Land Investment hares 


-were sold to Hongkong at $78, and are wanted. 


Kowloon Land and Building shares changed 
hands at $15}. Industrial—a forced. sale of 
Major Brothers shares was mate at Tis.4), 


at which shares are wanted. E-wo Cotton 8.& - 


W. shares were sold at Tle, 87) and Tis. 85. 


‘Shanghai Ice shares were sold at ‘I'ls. 155. Mis- 


callaneous.—Business was done ‘in :—Shanghai- 
Sumatra Tobacco shares at Tis, 924 -Sbanghai- 
Laugkat Tobacco shares at'Tls. 605 and Tls.600, 
Shanghai Horse Bazaar shares at ‘Tls.66 cash and © 
the same price for the 3lst August, and 
& Holtz shares at $381. Loans.—Perak 
Company’s 7 per cent. Debentures were sold 
at par plus the accrued interest. : 
Quotations are:— 
dee Pa and Shanghai Banking Corporation. 
— $361}. 
National Bank of China, Ld.—$29. . 
National Bank of China, Ld., Founders.— $116. . 
Bank of China, Japon, and The Straits, Limited, 
pref. shares.—Nominal. ~ ie 
Bank of China, Japan, and The Straits, Limited, 


ordinary shares.—Nominal. : 


Baik of China, Japan, and The Straits,*Limited,- .. 


deferred shares.—£2. 
Indo-China Steam N. Co., Ld.—Tis. 42. 


China-Mutual Steam Nav. Co. pref. sbares.— 


£8.50. : e 
China-Mutuel Steam. Nav. Co. ord. shares. 
£3 1s. 6d. oy. 
Hongkong, Canton and Macao Steamboat Co. 

—$334. % 
Douglas Steamship Co., Ld.—$623- ; 
Rovd & Co., Ld., Founders.—Tis. Nominal. 
Boyd & Co., Limited.—Tis. 2197}. 
§. C. Farnham & Co.—TIs. 207. 


Sugar“ 


+. 


Hongkong and Whampoa Dock Con, Ld. $3588." - 


China “fraders’. Insurance Co., Ld.—$79: 
North China Insurance.Co.,.Ld.—Tls.: 192.3% - 


-Union-Insurance Society of Canton, Ld. $235. _ 


Yangteze Insce. Agsocn., Ld.— $145. 
Canton Insurance Office, Ld.—$200. 
Straits Insurance Co., Ld.--$263. oe, 
Hongkong Fire Insurance Co., Ld.— $3273... 
China Fire Insurance.Co., debe at ee 


2}, sellera [sellers | —_.Com 
$374 [$46 7 8 Qo Fu 
$10 ($12.50. 201.8 buyers | -Punj 


i cea Co., La —Tis. 2 

ig-& Lighter Co., Ld.—T. he 11]}. 
hai Cargo Boat Co.—Ts. 202}. 

stive Cargo Hoat Co.—Tis. 145. 

ugar ‘Cultivation oo —Tls. 43. 


ang 
= Is. 78.80. 
Shan a, age Land Investment Co., Ld. (Tila. 30 paid). 
is. 68 80 
Hongkong Land Invest. & A. a Ld.— $744. 
Kowloon Land & Building Co., ih he 
Humphreys Estate and Finance Co., Ld — $94. 
Major Brother's, Limited.—Tls. 44. 
Ewo Cotton Spinuing & W. Co., Ld.—Tls. 85. 
International Cotton Man. Co., Ld.—Tls. 974. 
-kung-mow Cotton Spicning and Weav. ng 
Co., Li.— ls. 100. 
Soy Chee Cotton Spinning Co., Ld.—T ls. 400. 
~ Shanghai Ice Compan y—Tls. 136. 
Shanghai Gas Co.—'I'ls. 254. 
Shanghai Waterworks Co., Ld.—TIs. 261. 
Bhanghai Sumatra Tobacco Co.—Tla. 824. 
Shanghai Langkat ‘l'obacco Co., Ld.—Ts. 600 
Shangha: Langkat ‘Tobacco Co., Ld., Founders. 
—Nominul. 
“Shanghai Horse Bazaar Co., Ld. 
J. Llewellyn & Co., Limited. —$45. 
“Hall & Lloltz, Ld.— 334. 
A. 8. Watson Co., Limited.— $12 
Bell’s Asbestos Eustern Agency, Ld —$8. 
Hongkong Electric Cu., Ld. — $7. 


—T1s. 66. 


CLUSING QUOTATIONS. . 
‘L'uEsDAY, 4th Angst: 
. EXCHANGE. 
‘On Lonpon.— 


_ Telegraphic Transfer / 
‘ Bank Bills, on demand ..,............ 
:-, Bank Bills, at 30 days’ sight 
* Bank Bills, at 4 months’ sight . 
Credits, at 4 months’ sight (2% 
Documentary Bills, 4months' sight 2/3 
On Paris.— 
Bank Bills, on demand ............... 2.78 
Credits, at 4 months’ sight ouccate 2.824 
On GERMANY.— 
On demand ...............cccccc cece econ 2.25 
On New Yorr.— 
Bank Bills, on demand 
Credits, 60 days’ sight 
On Bomspay.— 
Telegraphic Transfer 
Bank, on demand 
On CaLcurTa.— 
Telegraphic Transfer 
Bank, on demand 
On SHANGHAI.— 
Bank, at sight 
Private, 30 days’ sight 


On SIN GAPORE.— 

On demand 
SovEREIGNS, Bank's Buying Rate ...... 8. 
Gop Lear, 100 fine, per tael 


TONNAGE 

SHANGHAI, 31st July (from Messra,’ Wheelock 4 & 
Co.'s report.)—There i is a slight improvement to re- 
port in the amount of cargo going forward both to 

don and New York since our last circular was” 

issued. For the latter port steamers are not oan 
badly, considering the absence of tea exports, un 
: pects in the south seem to be very encouraging. 

; We trust before the issue of our next number we 
shall be able to advise our friends of the opening of 
the Pingsuey market, which will put a brighter 
aspect on things generally. Our erred trade is 
almost at a standstill, and it is a relief to hear of an 
occasional charter, however low the rate of freight 
may be. There are a great number of steamers dis- 
engaged, all open to accept any sort of ‘business. 
Rates of freight are:—London, by Conference Lines, 
gezieral cargo 35s.; waste silk 40s.; tea 40s. ; pms 
Continental ports, by Conference Line 
37s.; waste silk 40a; tea 40s.; New 
ference’ Lines. general cargo 40s.; tea 40a. ; New 
York vid London, by Conference Lines, general cargo 
40s:; tea 46s.; Boston, by Conference: Lines, general, 
io tea ‘50s. ; Philadelphia, NK Conference 
Lines, general cargo'45s:; tea Bis. - Above rates are. 

subject fo a deferred return, as 

lar; ea by.German mail, Shell, and Rickmers’ 

Lings, cargo 88, 6d. net; Hamburg, by Ger-- 

iar a ml Shell, and. Rickmers Lines, cargo 


York, “by “Con. : 


per Goceeee cireu- }- 
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81s. 6d. net; New York, by German mail, Shell, and |° - 


Rickmers’ Lines, general: cargo 40s. leas 10 per cent.;. 


Havre direct, general cargo 82s. 6d. net-; Genoa, tal- 
low 32s, 6d.; 


tallow 32s, 6d. ; general cargo 32. 6d. net. 42s. 6d. 
ton of 20 owt. Oar above three ports. New York 


y sail, 20s. nominal ‘aes York: by Pacific Lines, |: 


14 gold cents per Ib. Coast rates are:—Moji to 
Shanghai 90 cents nominal ton porn | Nagasaki 
to Shanna 90 cents nominal per.ton coal 
SUE SET De 
VESSELS ON THE BERTH. 

For Lonxpon.—Mirzapore (etr.), Sunda (atr ), 
Borneo (str.), Bengloe (str.), Orestes (str.), Euplec- 
tela (atr.), Prometheus (str.). 

For Magseruies.—Maria Rickmers (str:) 

For Brenzn.—Sachsen (s‘r.). 

For Haver.—Bellona (str.). 

For Vicr -B1a.—Hupeh ‘(«tr.), Braemer (str.) 
Evandale (str.). 

For San Francisco.—City of Peking (str.), 
Socotra (str.), Gaelic (atr.), Sutlej (atr.):, 

For Vancouver.—Empress of China (str.) 

For New Yor«x.—Manusl Lsgene. Charles E. 
Moody, Strathnevis (str.), Paul Revere. — 

For Port! aND.—Monmouthshire (str.). 

For Battruorg.—Isaac Reed. 

For AusTRratia.—Chingtu (str.). 


SHIPPING. 


ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES SINCE LAST 


Mart. 
HONGKONG. ° 
July— ARRIVALS. 
29, Normandie, Norw. str., from K’chinotzu. 
29, Nord, Norw. atr., from Bangkok. . 
30, Pyrrhus, British str., from Foochow. 
30, Fushun, Chinese str., from Shanghai. 


30, City of ‘Dublin, British str., from 8’ pore. 


30, Tetartos, German str., from Singapore. 


31, Phra Chom Klao, Brit. ‘str. , from Bangkok. | 


. 81, Choysang, British str., from Canton. 

31, Hupeh, British str., from Saigon. 

31, Taiwan, British str., from Shanghai. 
31, Gaelic, British str., from San Francisco. 
3], Memnon, British str., from Sandakan. 
31], Monmouthshire, British str., from Moji. 
31, Nanchang, British str., from Swatow. 

. 81, Nerite, British str., from Nororossisk. 
31, Strathdee, British atr., from Cardiff. 
$1, Lothair, Italian bark, ‘from Callao. 

. 3 Foohng Suey, Hawaiian bark, from ‘Ager 
ee » Bygdo, Norw. str., from Newchwang. 


“e "Mathilde, ‘Cetian str., from Pakhoi. 

1, Chwnshan, British str., from Bangkok. 
1, Haimnn, British str., from Coast Portg. 
1, Donar, German str., Mauritius. 

1, Hongkong, French mi Haiphong. 
1, Ivy, Amr. ship, from Skugepens 

1, Orient, German bark, from Singapore. 
1, Chiyuen, Chinese str., from Canton. 

1, Kirkhill, British str., "from Bombay. 
1,N amyong, British str. from Sin pore. 


9, Ariake Maru, Jap. str, from K’chinotsu. | 


2, Haitan, British str,. from Swatow. 
2. Lyeemoon, German str., from Canton. 
2, P. Chula Chom Kao, Brit. str., from B’kok. 
2, Taisang, British str., from Shanghai. 
2, Sabine Rickmers, Ger. str., from Swatow. 
8, Osborne, British str., frem Moji. 
’ 3; Patroclos, British str., from Liverpool. 
, Taiwan, British str., from Canton. 
3, Oopack, British str., from Liverpool. 
8, Lightning, British atr., from Calcutta. 


3, Casablanca, British str., from Celebes Isld. 


3; Machew, British str., from Bangkok. 
3, Frigga, ‘German str., from Hamburg. 
3, Deuteros, German atr., y hea Saigon. 
4, Triumph, German str., from Pakhos. 
4, Ernest Simons, Fr. str., from Shan; at 
4, Saghalien, French str., from Mi 
4, Empress of China, Brit. ‘str. from VY” sea 
4, Fushun, Chinese ‘atr., from Canton. 
4, Fuk Po, Chinese. t rt, from Canton. 
4, Peiyang, G: ‘gtr; from Chinkiang. . 
. 4, Paoting, British str., from, Swatow. 
4, Bygdo, Norw. str.,from:Canton. 
4, Holstein, German str., from. Quinhon. . 
uly— DEPARTURES. 
30, Loosok,. British str., for Swatow. - 
’ Tantalus, British str., for. Amoy. 


general cargo 22s. 6d: net.; Marseilles, |. 


a sno, an Sir. 
2, Chelydra, British str: 
2, City of Rio dé Jansiro, “Ai 
; cisco. 

2, Mongkut, British str., for 

2, Olympia, British str., for T 

2, Uslo, Norw. str., for Bangko 

2, Phra Nang, British str., £¢ 

2, Strathdee, British str., for. 

3, Mathilde, German:str., for: 

3, China, German str., fo 

3, Congella, British ; 

3, Yuensang, British 

3, Choysang, British 

4, Apenrade, German 

_ 4, Congells, British str., for, Singapore. 
= 4, Saghalion; French atr., for‘ Shanghai. 

4,-Loyal, German str.,. for Hoihow.. 

4, Onsang, British atr., for Kobe. 

4, Chi: en, Chinese str., for Shanghai. 

4, Kir British str., for K Kober 


4, Taiwan, British str., for oe Z 


ry 


sega LIST. 


Per Lyeomoon, ras ape Shanighat.—Miie 
Pfaimkueh, and Messrs, Meyer and Sohmidt::. 

Per Taiyuan, str., from Sydney, (O-—MY 
and Mrs. eB, . and Mra. Mott Ms 
Lowson, Miss Knaggs, and Miss Nelson;: 
Chamberlain, Mitchell, Bllist, M 


H. O. Rayner and G: D. ‘Wise? Misses B. mit 
and M. Hennessey. eer . 
Per Haimun, str., from Coast Porta, —Mr. © 
wae Mire Mansich, fe “i 
er ing, m Calow & 
Major W nda Hatton.” tay 
Per Casablanca, bark, from Celebes Yala 
Mrs. ay and child. 


. DEPARTED. zt hs 
Per Changsha, str., for Bydney fro Yo 
hama—Mr: Cockshedge. “From 
Mrs. Bose ‘Harman, Lieut. R. "Alex nder 
Per Sacheen, str., for Shanghai m0 . 
—271 men. for. the 
Antwerp—Mrs. Van der Stegan 
‘—Messrs. Richard. Gens. and:P, 
and Mrs. Schoss. ...Krom.:N: 
Philipp and E.. von Falkenhaynx 
bo—Mr. G. Fenchenslein. 
Messrs. J. Lauts Diener, H.- 
Melrose, and J. J. Francis. - 
Per Hohenzollern, -str., 


30, Hohenzollern, German str., for Yokohama, APaaW.. 


30, Sachsen, German str., for Shan, bai. 
80, Bombay, British str., ‘for Shang 

80, Pekin, British str., for Europoe.. :. 

$1, Elax, British str., for. Womkenac. 


81, Cromaity, ‘British str, for ‘Shanghai. _ 


